CAMBODIAN FM:
DEMOCRACY IS NOT A
SPRINT RATHER A LONGDISTANCE RUNNING

HIS MAJESTY THE KING EXTENDS CONGRATULATION
TO U.S. PRESIDENT ON INDEPENDENCE DAY

Deputy Prime Minister H.E. Prak Sokhonn,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation said during virtual meeting with
Professor Vitit Muntarbhorn, a new Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Cambodia, on 1 July that democracy is not a
sprint rather a long-distance running. Any
assessment of Cambodia should bear in
mind where it comes from and where it
stands now, he added.
“Various mechanisms were put in place to
build a closer government-CSO partnership.
Continued on page (2 )

PART OF ASEAN
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION
ALMOST COMPLETED
The construction of an 87-kilometre-long
road section from Battambang province to
Banteay Meanchey province, part of the
National Road No. 5 Improvement Project,
has been almost completed.
The updated was shared recently by Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Cambodia Office, after the inspection visit
to the construction site by H.E. Tauch
Chankosal, Secretary of State at the Ministry
of Public Works and Transport, H.E. Mikami
Masahiro, Japanese Ambassador to Cambodia,
and Ms. Kamei Haruko, Chief Representative
of JICA Cambodia Office.
Continued on page (3 )

His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni, King of Cambodia and H.E. Joe Biden, President of the United
States of America

His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah
Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni, King of
Cambodia, has recently sent a congratulatory
message to H.E. Joe Biden, President of the
United States of America on the U.S.
Independence Day.
"It is with great pleasure that I convey sincere
congratulations to Your Excellency on the
occasion of the 245th anniversary of
Independence of the United States of
America,” wrote the Cambodian monarch.

“I avail myself of this opportunity to wish
Your Excellency good health and serenity as
well as continued great prosperity to your
country.”
“I hope that the long-standing links of
friendship and cooperation that exist
between our two countries will continue to
be strengthened for the benefit of our two
peoples,” underlined His Majesty the King. 

COVID-19 VACCINATION CAMPAIGN IN
PHNOM PENH ENDS WITH SUCCESS
The vaccination campaign against the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) in Phnom Penh,
which began on Feb. 10, was wrapped up on
7 July with success and no life has been in
danger due to the vaccination, according to
Phnom Penh Municipal Governor H.E. Khuong
Sreng at the closing ceremony of the
vaccination campaign.

Only more than 23,000 people have not been
vaccinated due to health problems, he added.
For her part, H.E. Mrs. Or Vandine, Secretary of
State at the Ministry of Health and
Chairwoman of National Ad-hoc Commission
Continued on page (2 )
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Democracy is not a sprint rather a longdistance running. All legislative and administrative
measures are enforced within the boundaries
of the law. Charges brought before the courts
involve criminal and constitutional breach. The
defendants have full opportunity to be heard
and to disprove the indictment as part of the
rights to due process,” he said.
H.E. Deputy Prime Minister congratulated Prof.
Vitit Muntarbhorn on his appointment as the
new Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Cambodia, welcomed his
respectful approach, and reaffirmed Cambodia’s
cooperation in working closely with the Special
Rapporteur.
Considering himself as a good friend of
Cambodia, Prof. Vitit emphasized his great
respect for the Kingdom. He congratulated
Cambodia on broad and wide-ranging cooperation

in human rights mechanisms, namely ratification
of most human rights conventions, engagement
in treaty body, Universal Periodic Review
and special rapporteurs, and significant
progress in social and economic rights.
This is the sixth meeting that Prof. Vitit
Muntarbhorn has had with Cambodian
dignitaries of the Royal Government of
Cambodia since his assumption of this
mandate. The new Special Rapporteur has
interacted with representatives of Ministry
of Interior, Cambodia Human Rights
Committee, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth, and
Ministry of Justice. Prof. Vitit thanked the
Royal Government of Cambodia for
facilitating the said open and constructive
conversations, demonstrating the good
cooperation that Cambodia has accorded to
his mandate. 

AUSTRALIA SUPPORTS SMART CITY
DEVELOPMENT IN SIHANOUKVILLE PROVINCE
Australia is supporting smart city development
in Sihanoukville, Preah Sihanouk province,
according to the Australian Embassy in Phnom
Penh’s Facebook Post.
Recently, Mr. Anthony Samson, Second
Secretary at the Australian Embassy, presented
opening remarks at the virtual “Smart City
Initiative Prioritization Workshop” organized by
Australia’s flagship AU$ 49 million Investing in
Infrastructure (3i) programme with the Preah
Sihanouk provincial administration.
Mr. Kong Vitanak, Deputy Governor of Preah
Sihanouk province, launched the workshop,

which focused on selecting and prioritizing
the smart city initiatives to pioneer in the city
as part of our support through 3i.
“The smart city project selection is a crucial
step in our smart city cooperation, as well as
in Australia’s efforts to support Cambodia in
effectively responding to the pandemic,” said
Mr. Anthony Samson. “As our Ambassador
mentioned during his meeting with the
Governor of Preah Sihanouk province, taking
a smart approach to city development allows
for improved service deliveries that are
sustainable and cost-effective”. 

COVID-19 VACCINATION CAMPAIGN …
for COVID-19 Vaccination, said that more
than 2,1 million people of 18 years old and
over in Phnom Penh have been vaccinated
against the deadly disease.

This figure reflects the people's trust on
Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen, she
underlined.

CAMBODIA TO PAY
TUITIONS FOR 6 CADETS
AT U.S. SERVICE
ACADEMIES

The Royal Government of Cambodia will
be accountable for the tuition payment
for six cadets until they successfully finish
their studies.
The announcement was made by the
Spokesman of the Ministry of National
Defense of the Kingdom of Cambodia,
after the U.S. unilateral decision to revoke
all previously approved tuition waivers for
the six Cambodian cadets currently
enrolled at U.S academies.
"Noting the difficulties encountered by
the 6 Cambodian cadets due to the
termination of U.S. obligations in providing
tuition waivers for the six Cambodian
cadets and in the spirit of responsibility
for the future and for the benefit of the
Cambodian cadets, the Royal Government
of Cambodia will be accountable for the
tuition payment for the six cadets until
they successfully finish their studies," said
the Spokesperson.
"The Ministry of National Defense will
also communicate with all relevant U.S.
agencies regarding this arrangement,"
concluded the Spokesperson. 
Despite the vaccination success, both H.E.
Mrs. Or Vandine and H.E. Khuong Sreng
called on the public to continue to strictly
implement the health safety rules,
especially the 3 Dos, 3 Don't measure.
As of July 7, the vaccination coverage
against COVID-19 pandemic in Cambodia
reached some 47 percent. The figures
from the National Ad-hoc Commission for
COVID-19 Vaccination show that 4,701,255
people have got their first dose, of them
3,440,930 have already received their
second jab. 
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PART OF ASEAN HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION …
The National Road No. 5 Improvement
project has a total length of 366 kilometres
connecting the capital to the northwestern
part of the country passing through
Kampong Chhnang, Pursat, Battambang,
and Banteay Meanchey provinces.

CAMBODIA TO PLAY
IMPORTANT ROLE IN
GLOBAL RICE EXPORTS

The road is being built with four lanes with a
width of 23 metres.
Besides the Battambang-Banteay Meanchey
section, the road construction from Prek
Kdam, north of Phnom Penh capital, to
Battambang province, has been achieved at
approximately 50 percent, the source added.

Built with Japanese grant of US$500 million,
the National Road No. 5 is part of the ASEAN
highway connecting Cambodia to Thailand
and Vietnam. 

CAMBODIANS GOING ONLINE FOR A MORE
CONVENIENT AND SAFER SHOPPING
EXPERIENCE

Visa, the world’s leader in digital payments,
on 9 July released research that details the
rise of mobile and social commerce and a
greater readiness among Cambodians to go
cashless.
The Visa Consumer Payment Attitudes study has
shown an acceleration in online shopping
through apps and social media channels
fueled by COVID-19 lockdowns. The pandemic
has been a catalyst for growth in online
purchases and cashless payments, with
more than half of the population (64%) now
using delivery services, including 28% first
time users during the pandemic.
“A growing number of Cambodians are
making their first online purchases and are
trying new payment options. Visa continues to
roll out innovative payment solutions on
consumers’ favorite shopping platforms,
including the ability to save their card-on-file
to make future purchases fast and convenient
without having to worry about the security of
their information," Ms. Monika Chum, Visa
Country Manager for Cambodia said.

The rise in online shopping translated
into matching increases in mobile and
social commerce. Mobile is the more
established form of eCommerce used by
56 percent of Cambodians while a third
of consumers (33 percent) shop using
both web browser and mobile applications.
Simplicity seems to be key as 56 percent
of consumers show a strong preference
for using a single app to handle all their
transactions and 44 percent actually
doing so with one mobile wallet installed
on their phone.
Cashless payments are also being used
more frequently to avoid personal contact
and the spread of infection. QR code
payments and online wallets saw the
highest usage at an average six and seven
times a month. Instalment payments are
also growing with 76 percent of Cambodians
showing awareness and 24 percent having
paid using installments in the past two years.
The COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated
cashless payments adoption in the
Kingdom due to the convenience and
security they offer. The majority of
consumers (70 percent) feel their
personal information is at least somewhat
safe when making payments with a
mobile phone. While 33 percent of
consumers tried shopping on social media
platforms for the first time during COVID19 due to it being an exciting experience.

Cambodia is projected to play an important
role in global rice exporters in the annual
agricultural outlook by the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) — a club of rich countries — and
the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO).
Released in Paris and Rome on 5 July, the
10-year outlook projected “the group of the
five largest exporters – India, Thailand, Viet
Nam, Pakistan, and the United States – will
lose market shares to countries in the less
developed countries (LDC) in Asia,
particularly Cambodia and Myanmar, as
these countries become more competitive
internationally.” 

CAMBODIA SEES A SURGE
IN PEPPERS EXPORT
According to a recent report, Cambodian pepper
exports in the first six months of 2021 amounted
to 14,561.62 tons, an increase of 398.76%.
Of that, Germany accounted for 160.57 tons, the
largest of all European countries that imported
pepper from Cambodia. It was followed by France
with 19.01 tons, Belgium with 10.63 tons, Poland 7.09
tons, the Czech Republic with 6.10 tons, Sweden 1.29
tons, the United Kingdom with 1.24 tons, Switzerland
0.48 tons and Russia 0.31 tons. The United States
imported 1.75 tons and Canada 0.52 tons. The Asian
country that imports the most pepper from
Cambodia is Vietnam with 14,291.49 tons. In
addition, there are 42 tons sent to India, 2.58 tons
to Japan, 1.55 tons to Korea, 15 tons to Taiwan and
0.01 tons imported to the United Arab Emirates. 
“We are on a long road, but the journey towards
a cashless society is a clear possibility for
Cambodia. Even as accessibility and ease of use
remain top interests, significant growth can be
achieved through better product education and
continued innovation to provide even more userfriendly solutions,” added Ms. Monika Chum. 
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7 July 2021 is the 13th anniversary of Preah Vihear Temple that was
registered on the list of UNESCO’s World Heritage Site (7 July 2008
– 7 July 2021) at the 32nd session of the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee on July 7, 2008 in Quebec, Canada.

The Temple of Preah Vihear, Cambodia's sacred temple on the
Dangrek Mountains. According to UNESCO, Preah Vihear is a
temple dedicated to Shiva. The Temple is composed of a series of
sanctuaries linked by a system of pavements and staircases over
an 800-metre-long axis and dates back to the first half of the
11th century AD. Nevertheless, its complex history can be traced
to the 9th century, when the hermitage was founded. This site is
particularly well preserved, mainly due to its remote location.
The site is exceptional for the quality of its architecture, which is
adapted to the natural environment and the religious function of
the temple, as well as for the exceptional quality of its carved
stone ornamentation.
Preah Vihear is an outstanding masterpiece of Khmer
architecture. It is very ‘pure’ both in plan and in the detail of its
decoration.
The event, which took place on July 7, 2008, is considered a new
historical event since Cambodia won the case over Thailand at
the International Court of Justice in The Hague on June 15, 1962.

The construction project of a tourism seaport at Koh Tonsay
(Rabbit Island) in Kep province is now 75 percent complete, said
an official of the Ministry of Public Works and Transport (MPWT).
The seaport project is part of Kep Tourism Master Plan and the
maritime transportation connectivity project between seaport in
Koh Tonsay and a tourism seaport in Kampot province which is
under construction.
Once built, the port will not only serve tourists, but also become
a pier for light cargo ships.
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