
 

to rectify this false, if not outright ill-intent, 

reporting and do justice to the integrity and 

dignity of Samdech Techo Prime Minister 

Hun Sen, most importantly in the eyes of the 

public within and outside Cambodia,” he 

added.  

H.E. Prak Sokhonn informed H.E. Nikos 

Christodoulides that Samdech Techo Prime 

Minister Hun Sen is a Cambodian hero who, 

since an early age of 18, resolved to sacrifice 

his flesh and blood to lead the struggle to 

defeat imperialism and the genocidal Khmer 

Rouge regime. The Premier also devoted his 

life to fighting for the cause of genuine 

national unification and for building and 

developing the nation from scratch after the 

day of national liberation in 1979. 

Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister H.E. Prak 

Sokhonn, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation has sent a letter to 

his Cypriot counterpart H.E. Nikos Christodoulides, 

seeking the latter’s assistance to do justice 

to the integrity and dignity of Samdech 

Techo Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

“I have the honour to bring to Your 

Excellency's attention to the Guardian's 

report, published on Sunday, 3 October 

2021, with a false claim that ... ‘Cambodian 

leader Hun Sen was discovered to have been 

among the thousands of non-Europeans who 

received Cyprus passports.’ I am extremely 

disturbed by this grossly false reporting,” he 

wrote in the letter dated Oct. 6.  

“Cambodia considers that this a very serious 

matter affecting our national honour. 

Therefore, I would like to seek Your 

Excellency’s good offices and kind assistance 

The Government of Japan will provide up to 

nearly US$73 million in loan and grant aid to 

Cambodia to support various development 

projects, pointed out a press release of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation (MFAIC) on 08 October 2021. 

Both sides will sign the Exchange of Notes and 

related documents on the extension of the 

financial assistance at the MFAIC on Oct. 11. 

H.E. Prak Sokhonn, Deputy Prime Minister, 

Minister of MFAIC, and H.E. Mikami Masahiro, 

Japanese Ambassador of Japan to Cambodia, 

will be the signatories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

   

  

     

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
       

Readers of the famous travel guide ‘Rough 

Guides’ have voted Cambodia as the ‘world’s 

friendliest country’ in an online poll.  
 

The Kingdom was a runaway winner in the 

poll – Rough Guides say that ‘Cambodia was 

by far the top answer in our poll, and a 

popular choice among staff members and 

Rough Guides Twitter followers alike. 

@AndreaLeber declared, “They’ve been 

through so much and still have a smile on 

their faces!” 

Full list of Rough Guide top ten friendliest 

countries in the world: 1. Cambodia, 2. 

Philippines, 3. Laos, 4. Nepal, 5. Thailand, 6. 

Myanmar, 7. Indonesia, 8. Fiji, 9. Scotland 

and 10. Sri Lanka   
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CAMBODIA VOTED 
‘WORLD’S FRIENDLIEST 
COUNTRY’ 

CCoonnttiinnuueedd  oonn  ppaaggee  ((33))               

JAPAN TO EXTEND 
ALMOST $73 MILLION 
TO SUPPORT VARIOUS 
PROJECTS IN CAMBODIA 

Ministries and Institutions Voice Support for Amendment to Constitution on Only Khmer Citizenship for Top Leaders. 

CCoonnttiinnuueedd  oonn  ppaaggee  ((22))               

CAMBODIAN TOP DIPLOMAT SEEKS CYPRUS’ 
ASSISTANCE TO DO JUSTICE TO PRIME 
MINISTER HUN SEN’S DIGNITY 



 

the participants to reflect their commitment 

to the five main principles of the NAM, 

namely: 1) mutual respect for each other’s 

territorial integrity and sovereignty, 2) 

mutual non-aggression, 3) mutual non-

interference in domestic affairs, 4) equality 

and mutual benefit and 5) peaceful co-

existence which have always been 

contributing to the promotion of world peace 

and cooperation. Regional and international 

issues of common interest and concern are 

also expected to be raised.  
 

H.E. Ouch Borith’s remarks will focus on 

the importance of supporting the five 

principles of the NAM and commitment to 

the United Nations Charter, promotion of 

sustainable development and human right, 

the crucial roles of the NAM and the rule of law 

for the small states, vaccine multilateralism, and 

COVID-19 pandemic and its recovery response 

efforts, stressed the press release.   
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Preah Sihanouk province is set to host 

two major international tourism-related 

events in late 2021 and early 2022, 

which insiders expect to ignite new 

interest among new and repeat foreign 

holidaymakers into visiting the Kingdom 

and significantly raise tourist arrivals 

from near zero in the Covid era. 

 

The provincial capital Sihanoukville is 

due to host the Southeast Asian Sailing 

Championship from December 12-17 

and the ASEAN Tourism Forum from 

January 16-22. 

 

Minister of Tourism Thong Khon on 

October 1 underscored that the success 

of the events would bring many positive 

effects for the tourism sector as well as 

the Cambodian economy. 

 

"If done well, they will attract more 

visitors," he told Preah Sihanouk 

provincial authorities and stakeholders 

at a virtual meeting held in preparation 

for the events. 

 

The government chose Sihanoukville as the 

venue for the events due to its competent 

roads, tourism facilities and other 

infrastructure, as well as its proximity to an 

international airport, he said.   

CAMBODIAN TOP DIPLOMAT SEEKS …  
Samdech Techo Prime Minister Hun Sen's attachment of 

his life to the life of our people in all circumstances is 

without a doubt; and his patriotism is absolute, said H.E. 

Prak Sokhonn, stressing that Samdech Techo Prime 

Minister Hun Sen is honoured, dignified and proud to be 

a Khmer national and national leader. Thus, the thought 

of applying for citizenship or a passport from any foreign 

country, would have never crossed his mind. 

“Considering the ties of friendship between our 

countries, I hope to receive your kind cooperation in this 

regard. Allow me to avail this opportunity to express my 

gratitude to Your Excellency for your understanding and 

attention on this matter,” he concluded. 

After getting many reactions from the Cambodian side, 

the editor of the Guardian, a news agency based in the 

United Kingdom, on Oct. 6 expressed regrets to the 

concern caused and hoped that the prompt action to 

rectify this error provides a satisfactory resolution. 

Worth noting that the article was amended on 06 

October 2021 expressing that an earlier version 

incorrectly said the Cambodian leader, Hun Sen, was 

among those who had received a Cypriot passport.  

Ministries and Institutions Voice Support for Amendment 

to Constitution on Only Khmer Citizenship for Top Leaders 

The management, officials and staff of different 

ministries and institutions, provincial and municipal 

administrations, Cambodian embassies and consulates, 

the armed forces, associations and organizations 

as well as the general public and Buddhist 

monks have sent their petitions, expressing 

their full support for the initiative to amend 

the constitution on single Khmer nationality 

for top leaders. 

On 06 October, Prime Minister Samdech Akka 

Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen said in order 

to show loyalty to the nation and avoid 

foreign interference, the national leaders who 

serve the posts as President of the Senate, 

President of the National Assembly, Prime 

Minister, and President of the Constitutional 

Council must have only Khmer citizenship. 

The petitions explained that the requirement 

on having only one Khmer nationality is a 

political and legal guarantee for the nation's 

top leaders to remain loyal to the motherland 

of Cambodia, to lead the country by upholding 

the supreme interest of the nation, and to avoid 

and strongly oppose foreign interference in the 

internal affairs of the national leadership of the 

Kingdom of Cambodia. 

This wise initiative demonstrates the unwavering 

nationalism and patriotism of Samdech Techo 

Prime Minister, and that all Cambodians are 

very proud to have a wise leader with a pious 

spirit and a high sense of responsibility for the 

destiny of the nation and the well-being of 

the people, the petitions underlined.     

Cambodia will participate in the “Commemorative 

High-Level Meeting on the occasion of marking 

the 60th anniversary of the first Conference of 

the Non-Aligned Countries” to be held in 

Belgrade, the Republic of Serbia on Oct. 11-12. 

H.E. Ouch Borith, Minister Attached to the Prime 

Minister and Standing Secretary of State of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation (MFAIC), will represent Samdech 

Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime 

Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, to 

physically attend and deliver a statement at the 

forthcoming international event. 

According to an MFAIC’s press release, co-hosted 

by H.E. Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan and current Chair of the 

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), and H.E. Mr. 

Aleksandar Vučić, President of the Republic of 

Serbia, the Meeting will provide opportunity for  

CAMBODIA TO JOIN A HIGH-LEVEL MEETING IN 
SERBIA NEXT WEEK 

INSIDERS EXPECT 
TWO MAJOR EVENTS 
IN SIHANOUKVILLE 
COULD JUMPSTART 
INTERNATIONAL 
TOURSIM 



 

JAPAN TO EXTEND ALMOST $73 MILLION TO …  PEPPER EXPORTS UP 
NEARLY 563 PERCENT 

EUROPE INVESTS ANOTHER $17 MILLION TO 
MODERNISE THE KINGDOM’S AGRICULTURE 

In the first nine months of the year, 

Cambodia exported more than 27,316 

tonnes of pepper, up nearly 563% from the 

same period last year, according to the 

Agriculture Ministry. 

This amount of pepper has been exported to 

more than 20 destinations around the world, 

including Vietnam, Germany, Thailand, India, 

France, Belgium, Taiwan, Poland, the Czech 

Republic, Japan, South Korea, Russia, Singapore, 

the USA, Switzerland, Sweden, the UK, 

Australia, Canada, Kazakhstan, and the 

United Arab Emirates. 

According to statistics, Vietnam is the 

prominent buyer of Cambodian pepper with 

total of 26,686 tonnes, followed by Germany 

with 314 tonnes, Thailand with 180 tonnes, 

France with 31 tonnes, and Belgium with 

nearly 16 tonnes. 

Pepper is grown in many areas in Cambodia, 

including Kampong Cham, Tboung Khmum, 

Kampot and Kep provinces. Kampot pepper 

is the most well-known and fetches a high price. 

It was granted a geographical indication (GI) 

from the EU in 2016 and from the World 

Trade Organization (WTO) in 2010.   

Cambodia, as a member of the Bureau 

International des Expositions (BIE), has 

been participating in the Dubai Expo 2020, 

taking place from Oct. 1, 2021 to Mar. 31, 

2022 in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates. 

The six-month expo was held under the 

theme “Connecting Minds and Creating the  

 

The above loan and grant aid extended by 

the Government of Japan will significantly 

contribute to promoting the economic and 

social development of the Kingdom of 

Cambodia as well as further strengthening 

the existing good relations and bond of 

friendship between the two countries, the 

same source underlined.   

The European Investment Bank (EIB) has 

secured $17.4 million from the European 

Union to invest in sustainable agriculture 

projects in Cambodia. The EU bank will 

invest the money in the Sustainable Assets 

for Agriculture Markets, Business and Trade 

(SAAMBAT) project. A tenth of the money is 

earmarked for preparation to speed up the 

implementation of the project. 

SAAMBAT is designed to improve the living 

standards of 200,000 rural Cambodian 

families and help them do business by 

improving infrastructure and ensuring a 

reliable food supply. It aims to create 4,500 

jobs with an emphasis on youth employment. 

The project is a partnership between the 

International Fund for Agriculture Development 

(IFAD), the EIB and the Cambodian government. 

Future” and three sub-themes: Opportunity, 

Mobility and Sustainability.  

According to the Ministry of Commerce, 

Cambodia has selected the third sub-theme – 

Sustainability – for its pavilion built on an area 

of 384.5 square metres. 

 

The two-storey Cambodian national pavilion 

was designed according to the Khmer style by 

mixing key historical eras including pre-Angkorian, 

Angkorian, Longvek or Oudong, and Chaktomuk 

or current Phnom Penh, it underlined.  

The main purpose is to make the national 

pavilion attractive so as to enhance national 

prestige on international scene, attract more 

tourists and show off real potential of 

national economic development, it added. 

The Dubai Expo 2020 is expected to welcome 

25 million visitors, 70 percent of them are 

foreigners, said the same source.   
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According to the press release, of the total 

amount, US$58.2 million is a loan for the 

implementation of Siem Reap Water Supply 

Expansion Project (II), and the rest is grant 

aid for the implementation of Economic and 

Social Development Programmes: US$1.8 

million for Landmine Action Sector, US$2.27 

million for Construction Material Sector, 

US$2.27 million for Cadastral Survey Sector, 

US$3.63 million for Human Resource 

Development Sector, and US$4.54 million for 

Manufacturing Sector. 

SUSTAINABILITY SELECTED AS THEME FOR 
CAMBODIAN PAVILION AT DUBAI EXPO 2020 

“The EIB is very proud of our continued 

contribution to Cambodia’s faster recovery 

from the Covid-19 pandemic but also to its 

long-term, sustainable and green development,” 

said EIB Vice-President Kris Peeters, who is in 

charge of EIB operations in Cambodia, “This 

EU grant is another step towards an even 

closer partnership between the European 

Union and Cambodia and, more importantly, 

will have a direct impact on the quality of life 

of hundreds of thousands of Cambodians.” 

 

Almost $60 million has already been 

invested in the project by the EIB, boosted 

by a $16 million contribution from the EU 

under its Team Europe project to help 

countries recover from the economic 

effects of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

The money is being spent on building 650 

kilometres (km) of paved road and 150 km 

of gravel road. It will also be used to 

improve 50 rural markets and 25 other 

facilities including ferry landings and farm 

produce pickup points.   
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Cambodia to Organize Chapei Dang Veng 
Competition Festival in Mid-October 

The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts will organize a 

three-day Chapei Dang Veng competition festival from 

Oct. 15-17, 2021 here in Phnom Penh capital. 

 

H.E. Dr. Phoeurng Sackona, the minister, explained in an 

announcement released recently that the festival aims 

to promote the Chapey Dong Veng (a Cambodian two-

stringed, long-necked guitar) certified by UNESCO as 

part of Cambodia's intangible cultural heritage. 

 

In a more general terms, it means to further enhance 

and preserve Cambodia's arts, culture, traditions and 

national identity to contribute to social development, 

she added. 

 

The minister encouraged concerned stakeholders to 

disseminate the competition information widely to 

encourage the participation of as many as talented 

Cambodians as possible. 

The winners of the competition of three main stages of 

capacity testing will be awarded with high-level 

recognition and prizes. 

 

 Chapei Dang Veng was listed as an Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding on Nov. 30, 2016, at 

the eleventh session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

which took place in the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa Conference Centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

 

Other Cambodian heritages registered so far on the World Heritage List include the Historic Site of Angkor inscribed 

as a World Heritage Site in 1992, Preah Reach Troap Dance (Royal Ballet) and Lakhon Sbek Thom (big shadow 

puppet) proclaimed masterpieces of Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity, respectively in 2003 and 2005, the 

11th-century Preah Vihear Temple listed as a World Heritage Site in 2008, Teanh Prot (tug-of-war), a popular 

recreational game, named an Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2015, Sambor Prei Kuk temple complex 

registered as a World Heritage Site in 2017, and Cambodia Lkhon Khol inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding in 2018. 
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