PM: HIGHLY COMMITTED
TO CONTRIBUTE TO
ADDRESSING CLIMATE
CHANGE

EXCERPT OF CAMBODIAN PRIME MINISTER’S
STATEMENT ON THE ISSUE OF REAM NAVAL BASE

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun
Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, has reiterated the Kingdom's
commitment to contribute to global efforts in
dealing with the climate change issue.
"Despite limited resources and capabilities,
Cambodia is highly committed, with political
will, to contributing to global efforts in
addressing climate change according to key
principles of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, especially the
Continued on page (2)
A military officer stands guard at the Cambodian Ream Naval Base in Preah Sihanouk province on July 26, 2019.

JAPAN PLEDGES
FINANCIAL SUPPORT
FOR CAMBODIA’S
DEVELOPMENT
Japan has pledged an assistance of about 25
billion yens to support Cambodia’s development
in many areas including the health sector.
The commitment was underlined by H.E.
Mikami Masahiro, Japanese Ambassador to
Cambodia during a meeting with Deputy
Prime Minister, Minister of National AssemblySenate Relations and Inspection H.E. Mrs. Men
Sam An in Phnom Penh on 8 October 2020.
H.E. Mikami Masahiro continued that the
above said-financial assistance is scheduled to
formalise in the near future.
Continued on page (3)

The following is the excerpt of the statement
of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo
Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, at a gathering of civil servants
and technical teams for road infrastructure
construction at Preah Sihanouk province on
June 1, 2020, made public on 5 October
2020 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation:

country to use our military base in violation of
our Constitution. As already done time and
again, I wish to re- emphasize that, as an
independent and sovereign country, Cambodia
does not align itself with one side against
another. Cambodia allows neither foreign
military base on its territory, nor its military
base on foreign soil, except under the
United Nations' umbrella.

Today, indeed to make it very clear, once and
for all, on the issue of Ream naval base. A few
weeks ago, there was a message from an
Ambassador claiming to have learnt that
we had given the exclusive right to China to
use Ream naval base, and that Prime
Minister Hun Sen had no knowledge about
this deal made by Deputy Prime Minister
Tea Banh. I wish to convey this message
in response, “everything in Cambodia
must be reported to the Prime Minister”.
There is no authorization allow any foreign

We have the right to do what we desire, such
as in the relocation of our Maritime Centre,
which has been recommended after a study.
Far from closing it down as alleged, we would
like to invite all interested foreign friends to
contribute funding to the Center. We welcome
assistance from the USA, France, Japan,
China and others.
Continued on page (2)
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EXCERPT OF CAMBODIAN PRIME MINSTER’S …
Our plan to have a dockyard is not a new issue
at all. I asked for a dockyard to be built since
the time of the State of Cambodia, after noting
that Cambodian rusty fishing boats were sent
for repair in Thailand. We had to get our
combat-vessels fixed in Vietnam and at one
time as far as in Malaysia. Now, do we not
have the right to get our own dockyard to
repair our combat-vessels or transport vessels
of our people? The dockyard cannot be seen
as a Chinese construction because it is funded
by China. Frankly speaking, we need Chinese
financing to build it. However, we would
welcome funding from all interested parties.
On access to Ream naval base, I wish to
declare that we welcome ships from all
countries including the USA, France, Canada,
India, UK, Japan, Australia, and not just from
China, to make port call or to participate in
joint exercises with Cambodia. It is baseless
to assert that Cambodia has given China 50 to
90 years exclusive rights to the base.
I wish to send the following message to all
interested parties:
1. We invite contribution from any interested
party for developing the Sihanoukville port
and naval port. We are open to participation
in the development of our Maritime Centre
at the new location. The old and the new
sites are not different, all are within our
Master Plan.
2. We will build a dockyard open to all foreign
vessels that need to be serviced, and not
just those from China.

3. In the meantime, we welcome whoever
wishing to cooperate in conducting joint
naval exercise on combating terrorism,
human and drug trafficking and
smuggling. Joint exercises on disaster
relief and recue can be conducted both
on land and at sea. What I do not wish
to have is an offensive exercise to
destroy adversaries.
I hope it is now clear with this statement.
What benefit would China gain from
having its navy ships based in Kompong
Som (Preah Sihanoukville), when they are
already in the South China Sea? Does
China need to have its base in Thailand?
Now, Myanmar is also being accused of
allowing China to use its port for military
purpose. Earlier, it had been alleged that
Darasakor would become a clandestine
Chinese port-cum- airport; and now, Kompong
Som has been named. A few days ago,
there was an allegation that Koh Rong
would be used as a Chinese airfield. Why is
it such a fad to paint Cambod ia black?
I wish to reaffirm Cambodia's commitment
to an independent, neutral and non-aligned
policy. If one foreign navy ship can make a
port visit here, then ships from other
countries can do the same. We do not
close our port to anyone. We welcome
.and are open to all countries wishing to
conduct joint exercises in Cambodia, but
that is not possible now, until the problem
of Covid-19 is over. 
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principle of 'Common but Differentiated
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities',"
said Samdech Techo Hun Sen in his keynote
address at the virtual Climate Vulnerable Forum
Leaders' Event held on 7 October 2020.
At the global level, he continued, climate
change is a cross-cutting issue that needs to
be addressed through a comprehensive
policy with the balance on social, economic
and environmental aspects. At the same
time, he encouraged all countries to finalize
and submit their Nationally Determined
Contributions reports so as to ambitiously
address the issues on climate change.
"In addition, I believe that we have to expand

the financial resources, especially climatechange financing for adaptations pledged by
developed countries, and the transfer of
technologies to developing countries in order
to effectively respond to climate change,
including mechanisms to manage and promote
private investment in research on renewable
energy, energy efficiency, forest conservation,
adaptation technology infrastructure etc.," the
Cambodian Premier said.
Overall, in the present context, advancing
and adhering to regionalism and multilateralism
are key principles for addressing emerging
challenges in all aspects, especially the
challenges caused by climate change, he
underlined.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen also emphasized
Cambodia's determination to fulfil its
obligations as stated in COP21; that is the
country has taken climate change mitigation as
an important component of the national
development policies.
At the same time, he added, the legal,
institutional and technical frameworks for the
programme on Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and forest Degradation Plus
(REDD+) is on a rapid track and is expected to
be fully completed by the end of the year.
Cambodia has also actively involved in global
climate change response efforts by updating
"Nationally Determined Contributions Update
(NDC Update)", which will be submitted to the
UNFCCC Secretariat at the end of the year.
"Although Cambodia has less greenhouse gas
emissions, we would like to demonstrate our
commitment to combat climate change according
to our capacity and available resources," stressed
Samdech Techo Prime Minister. 

CAMBODIA EXPORTS
OVER 204,000 TONNES
OF CASHEW NUTS
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries has revealed that in the first nine
months of 2020, Cambodia exported about
204,000 tonnes of cashew products to foreign
markets, up 20.5 percent compared to the
same period last year.
The source pointed out that the major
markets for Cambodia's cashew nuts are
Vietnam, Thailand, Japan, Russia, China, Hong
Kong, France, Korea, Turkey, and Bangladesh.
Cambodia is a country with great potential for
growing cashew trees which are easily grown
and are draught resistant.
Cashew nuts are high in iron to improve our
hemoglobin and good for diabetics because
they can help balance sugar in the blood.
Moreover, they are believed to be a good
food that contains phosphorus and other
substances that can boost strength, prevent
inflammation, boost immunity to the flu, and
so on. 
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SECC, AUSTRALIA WORK TO IMPROVE DOMESTIC
CAPITAL MOBILISATION FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENT
The Australian Government joined the
Securities and Exchange Commission of
Cambodia (SECC) to launch the landmark
Domestic Capital Mobilisation for Infrastructure
Investment through the Security Market
Project.
The launch, held on 7 October 2020, was
presided over by H.E. Sou Socheat, Director
General of SECC, and H.E. Pablo Kang,
Australian Ambassador to Cambodia, according
to the embassy’s press release.
An effective domestic capital market will
enable Cambodia to diversify financing for
infrastructure, providing more flexibility to
respond to COVID-19 economic recovery
efforts.
“We will work closely with the SECC and
relevant stakeholders to facilitate the
creation of conditions for a vibrant long-term
capital market that supports Cambodia’s
infrastructure development,” said H.E. Ambassador.

Funded through Australia’s AU$50 million
flagship infrastructure programme in Cambodia,
‘Investing in Infrastructure (3i)’, the Project
involves the Australian Government partnering
with the SECC to improve domestic capital
mobilisation for infrastructure investment.
This includes providing technical assistance to
develop a regulatory framework for long-term
debt, building the capacity of market participants
and developing measures to give the private
sector in Cambodia more tools to invest in
infrastructure. The technical assistance will also
identify one infrastructure project to pilot.
“Australia is committed to assisting Cambodia
to diversify its sources of infrastructure
investment, as we believe that this is critical
for inclusive and resilient economic growth,”
added H.E. Pablo Kang. “This is particularly
important as Cambodia recovers from the
economic impacts of COVID-19.”
“I look forward to seeing the potential of
Cambodia’s domestic capital markets unleashed,”
said the Australian ambassador. 

PEPPER, A MAJOR AGRO
PRODUCT OF CAMBODIA
In addition to rice, pepper is a Cambodia's main
agro product being recognised on the
international markets.
According to the report of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, in the first
nine months of this year, Cambodia exported
4,121.95 tonnes of pepper, an increase by
123.76 percent.
Cambodian pepper has been exported to 21
countries and territory, including Japan,
Belgium, the Netherlands, France, Germany,
Switzerland, Vietnam, the U.S., Russia, Britain,
India, Belarus, Korea, the Czech Republic,
New Zealand, Australia, Thailand, Sweden,
Singapore, Australia, and Taiwan.
Pepper is known to be grown in many areas in
Cambodia, especially in Kampot and Kep
provinces, where pepper is highly valued
because of its GI status. Pepper plantations can
also be found in other provinces such as
Kampong Cham, Thbong Khmum, and
northeastern provinces of the country. 

JAPAN PLEDGES…
CONSTRUCTION OF US$290-MILLION AEON
MALL III IN SOUTHERN PHNOM PENH BEGINS
With an investment capital of US$290 million, the
third Aeon Mall project is located in Prek Talong III
village, Sangkat Chak Angre, Khan Meanchey, on a
land area of 174,000 square metres.
It is much bigger than the land size of Aeon Mall
I covering 68,000 square metres, and Aeon Mall
II of 100,000 square metres. As planned, the
third mall of Aeon will open in 2022.

Aeon Mall (Cambodia) Co., Ltd. broke ground
its third mall in the southern part of Phnom
Penh after the success of its first two malls in
the capital city.
The ground-breaking ceremony of Aeon Mall
III or Aeon Mall Meanchey, located along the
Samdech Techo Hun Sen Blvd. (60-metre
road), took place on 7 October 2020 under
the presidency of Phnom Penh Municipal
Governor H.E. Khuong Sreng and Japanese
Ambassador to Cambodia H.E. Mikami
Masahiro.

Speaking at the function, H.E. Khuong Sreng
said that Phnom Penh is a centre of
production and distribution, a cluster of
elegant livings and a tourism hub which are
reflected through the presence of satellite
cities, commercial buildings, residential
buildings, malls and super markets.
The first Aeon Mall in the capital’s Khan
Chamkar Mon was opened in 2014 with an
investment capital of some US$205 million
while the second one in Sen Sok city was
inaugurated in June last year, with an
investment capital of around US$120 million. 

The Government of Japan is giving priority to
support Cambodia’s economic development and
improvement of Cambodian people’s living
conditions, although Japan is also facing COVID19 crisis, he underlined.
From his end, H.E. Mrs. Men Sam An spoke
highly of the assistance and contribution of
Japan to the restoration and development of
Cambodia in all sectors so far.
Japan is considered as not only a big
development partner, but also a country playing
a key role in helping to bring peace, political
stability and national unity for Cambodia, she
added.
Bilateral trade between Cambodia and Japan
reached US$1,346 million in the first eight
months of this year.
According to the Ministry of Commerce, the
potential products for export from Cambodia to
Japan are clothes, footwear and electronics.
Last year, the two-way trade between both nations
rose by 13 percent to US$2,292 million. 
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KOH KER – THE FORGOTTEN CITY
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