OUTCOMES OF VIRTUAL
ASEAN-U.S. FOREIGN
MINISTERS’ MEETING

CAMBODIA REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO
WORLD PEACE

On 23 September 2021, His Excellency Deputy
Prime Minister PRAK Sokhonn, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
of the Kingdom of Cambodia, participated in
the ASEAN-U.S. Foreign Ministers’ Meeting via
videoconference, which was held on the
sidelines of the 76th UNGA.
The Meeting discussed the fight against Covid19 pandemic, ASEAN-U.S. cooperation, and regional
and international issues of common interest
and concern, including cooperation to address
transboundary issues such as climate change.
On ASEAN-U.S. relations, ASEAN emphasized
the importance of upholding multilateralism,
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CAMBODIA DONATES
200,000 DOSES OF
COVID-19 VACCINES
TO LAO PDR
The Kingdom of Cambodia donates 200,000
doses of vaccines (Sinovac) to the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) to
contribute to combating COVID-19 pandemic.
“In the spirit of our traditional solidarity and
friendship between our two sister countries,
the Royal Government of Cambodia would
like to present to the Government of the
Lao P.D.R an additional package of 200,000
doses of vaccines (Sinovac) to contribute to
your country's endeavor to fight against this
deadly disease,” wrote Samdech Akka Moha
Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister
Continued on page (3 )

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, delivered
statement at 76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, via Videoconference, on 25 Sept.

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun
Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, has reaffirmed the country’s
strong commitment to the world peace.
“International peace and security are of
utmost importance for a sustainable future.
Cambodia would like to reiterate its
longstanding position that the primary
responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security rests with
the United Nations,” said the Premier at the
76th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly (76th UNGA) from Phnom Penh,
via Videoconference, on Sept. 25.
Since 2006, he continued, Cambodia has
contributed more than 7,500 troops to serve
in various UN peacekeeping missions across
the globe, and a number of our troops have
made the ultimate sacrifice during their
mission to protect the innocents.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen added that
Cambodia supports the Secretary-General's
Action for Peacekeeping Plus (A4P+) initiative
as well as the Women, Peace and Security
(WPS) Agenda which will help integrate a
meaningful gender perspective in various
peacekeeping operations.
“In addition, I would like to emphasize that
the changing realities of the twenty-first
century demand a newly revamped and
responsive United Nations. The organization
requires a more democratic, inclusive, and
representative approach to the problems of
the day,” he said.
In this light, he stressed, Cambodia fully
supports the Secretary-General's proactive
efforts to make the organization nimbler and
Continued on page (2 )
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ASEAN and the U.S. shared the view that vaccines
should not be used as a political tool, and it is
necessity to enhance equitable access to vaccines
and expedite vaccination around the globe.

ASEAN Centrality, and appreciated the U.S’ role in
regional development and integration, and ASEAN
Community building efforts through regional and
sub-regional initiatives.
ASEAN noted the U.S.’ commitment to work with
ASEAN to advance regional peace and prosperity
in line with the principles outlined in the ASEAN
Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and underlined the
need to enhance cooperation in the four strategic
areas of the AOIP. ASEAN welcomed the U.S.’
proposal to expand ASEAN-U.S. engagement in the
areas of transportation, gender equality, women’s
empowerment, energy, environmental protection and
climate change, and looked forward to having joint
activities in the near future.
ASEAN Foreign Ministers and the U.S. Secretary of
State agreed to strengthen ASEAN-U.S. cooperation
to combat the COVID-19 pandemic as well as its
far-reaching impacts and to bolster public health in
the region and ensure a robust economic recovery.

The Meeting expressed support for the
proposed ASEAN-U.S. Leaders’ Statement on
Digital Development to be adopted at the 9th
ASEAN-U.S. Summit in October 2021, which
would strengthen ASEAN’s preparedness for
the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) and
support ASEAN’s efforts in bridging the digital
divide and ICT development gaps within ASEAN.
During the Meeting, His Excellency Deputy
Prime Minister Prak Sokhonn thanked the U.S.
for its significant contribution to the fight
against COVID-19, including in Cambodia. He
expressed optimism that ASEAN and the U.S.
could soon put an end to COVID-19 pandemic
to enable safe resumption of travel, business
and economic exchanges, not only within
ASEAN, but also between ASEAN and the U.S.
and with the rest of the world.

The remarks were made during a meeting on 30
September between H.E. Pan Sorasak, Minister of
Commerce and H.E. W. Patrick Murphy, Ambassador
of America to Cambodia, to discuss bilateral trade
and investment cooperation.
According to H.E. Minister, the two-way trade
reached over US$4 billion in the first seven
months, up more than 37 percent compared to
the same period in 2020.
H.E. Pan Sorasak recalled the agreements on
trade relations and intellectual property reached
by both countries in 1996, and welcomed the
creation of Ford Motor Cambodia’s assembly

responsive to the needs of its Member
States. The relationship between the
Security Council, the General Assembly,
and the United Nations Secretariat
must also be reinvigorated.
“In this regard, Cambodia wishes to
reaffirm its support for the Security
Council reform. We are of the view
that the foremost priority should be
given to increasing the representation
of developing countries which comprise
the vast majority of Member States,”
Samdech Techo Prime Minister said. 

MINIMUM WAGE OF
GARMENT WORKERS
ADDED UP TO
US$194 IN 2022

On regional and international issues, His
Excellency Deputy Prime Minister shared
concern over the negative implications from
the increasing complexities and escalation of
geopolitical rivalries. 

CAMBODIA-U.S. BILATERAL TRADE KEEPS
GROWING DESPITE COVID-19 CRISIS
Bilateral trade between Cambodia and the U.S.
continue to grow even though the COVID-19
crisis has been affecting trade and lifestyle of
countries around the world.
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plant in Pursat province which will
provide Cambodian people with job
opportunities and technical transfer, and
the opening of the first U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) office in Cambodia to
support growing agricultural trade between
the two countries.
Besides, he informed the U.S. diplomat
about the progress of the COVID-19
vaccination campaign in Cambodia and
thanked the American government and
people for their donation of over 1 million
doses of Johnson & Johnson vaccine to
Cambodia via COVAX Facility.
H.E. W. Patrick Murphy pledged to
continue helping Cambodia in the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic and
expressed the U.S.’ support for Cambodia’s
chairmanship of ASEAN in 2022. 

Workers/employees in the garment, footwear,
travel goods and bag industry in Cambodia
will receive US$194 monthly as minimum
wage, starting from January next year, despite
the COVID-19 pandemic, according to the
Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training.
The minimum wage to be raised to US$192 a
month and Prime Minister Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, decided
to add US$2, inching up to US$194 a month.
Workers will also receive other benefits,
such as partial travel and accommodation
expenses, work performance reward, meal
allowance and seniority bonus.
The 2021 minimum wage is US$192 a
month, up from US$190 in 2020, US$182
in 2019, and US$170 in 2018. The Royal
Government of Cambodia has set a policy
to increase the minimum wage of garment
workers every year. 
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KAMPOT INTERNATIONAL PORT, KEY MAGNET
TO ATTRACT TOURISTS

Cambodia's Kampot International Tourism
Port will become a key magnet to attract
more tourists to the country.
The note was underlined by H.E. Thong
Khon, Minister of Tourism when inspecting
the construction site of the port with
Kampot provincial leaders at Teuk Chhou
district of Kampot province recently.
According to the Ministry of Tourism, the
construction of the Kampot International
Port began on Aug. 8, 2018 and has now
achieved approximately 84 percent, and the
passenger building construction has completed
about 73 percent.

CAMBODIA DONATES
200,000 …

The port construction is expected to complete
at the end of 2021, continued the source.

of the Kingdom of Cambodia in his letter to
his Lao counterpart H.E. Phankham Viphavanh.

The construction of Kampot International
Tourism Port is an ADB's financing, which is
part of tourism infrastructure development
project for inclusive growth in the Greater
Mekong Subregion (GMS).

The vaccines delivered at the Cambodian-Lao
international check point Trapaing KrealNong Nok Kien on 28 September. 

This international habour will become a key
international marine entrance connecting
the country's southern coastal part and
Kampot province to the world.

AGRICULTURAL
EXPORTS UP 46
PERCENT IN FIRST
NINE MONTHS

Once done, it has the capacity to handle
about 1 million passengers and tourists.
The existence of the port will further
develop Cambodia's tourism, especially
Bokor resort in the province and other
coastal destinations. 

$130 MILLION RABBIT ISLAND INVESTMENT
PROJECT IN KEP PROVINCE BEGINS
CONSTRUCTION

Some 3,894,485 tonnes of agricultural
products, besides milled rice and paddy
rice, have been exported to foreign
markets during the first nine months of this
year, despite the global COVID-19 crisis.
The figure represents an increase by 46.47
percent compared to the same period in
2020, pointed out a report from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries.
According to the source, the exported
agricultural products included cassava,
cashew nuts, corn, fresh banana, pomelos,
mangos, pepper, chili, and so on.

Rabbit Island investment project worth US$130
million developed by Try Pheap Group has
started construction on Koh Tonsay (Rabbit
Island), 4 kilometres offshore from Kep province.
Construction activities kicked off on Sept.
22, after construction materials have been
transported to the island, Mr. Vao Sokha,
Deputy Governor of Kep province.
The investment project got the green light
from the Council for the Development of
Cambodia in February 2019, focusing on
multiple resort investment such as five-star

hotels, residential zone, commercial buildings,
beach resorts, cable car, and so on.
Mr. Vao Sokha said that the company is
developing the project on 140 hectares and
the development is divided into different
stages.
“Koh Tonsay is a potential island for
tourism. We have white beach around the
island. This will contribute to attracting
tourists to visit in the island,” he said. 

While the export of corn, tobacco, and
mixed vegetables saw a decline, that of
fresh chili, fresh banana, pomelos, mango
products (fresh, jam, syrup), cashew nuts,
soybeans, beans, and pepper increased
sharply, from 45 to over 500 percent, it
underlined.
In brief, the report said, from January to
September Cambodia exported almost 100
types of agriculture products, apart from
milled rice and paddy rice, to different
countries around the world, generating an
estimated income of about US$2,710 million. 
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Cambodia Celebrating Pchum Ben
Festival

Pchum Ben is a unique Cambodian Buddhist festival that is held for two straight weeks from the first till the fifteenth day
of the tenth month in the Khmer calendar, to honour the families’ previous seven generations of ancestors. “Pchum”
means “to gather together” and “Ben” means “a ball of food”.
The first 14 days are known as “Kan Ben” and the last day is “Ben Thom”, and during this time families gather at pagoda
to offer food and prayers to their ancestors in order to pass on a better life.
The last three days of Pchum Ben are public holidays in Cambodia and most Khmer people will visit their hometown for
family reunions and offering.
How to celebrate Pchum Ben
1. Visit Pagoda: Cambodian visit pagodas to offer gifts to ancestors
2. Do something special for your parents/grandparents: Parents are viewed as special gods by
Cambodians. Show your parents and grands how much they mean to you by doing something
special that you don’t do often.
3. Make Bay Bens: Bay Bens are balls of sticky rice with sesame seeds cooked in coconut milk that are
made during the festival and are offered to ghosts at dawn. People believe ghosts with heavy sins
cannot receive food during the day.
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