ADB: CAMBODIA’S
ECONOMY TO RECOVER IN
2021, ACCELERATE IN 2022

PRIME MINISTER HUN SEN SHARES WIN-WIN
POLICY SUCCESS IN ACHIEVING LASTING PEACE
AND RECONCILIATION

Cambodia’s economy is forecast to grow 4.0
percent this year and 5.5 percent in 2022, as
the economic recovery in major trading
partners boosts demand for Cambodia’s
exports, according to an Asian Development
Bank (ADB) report released on 28 April.
“The economy contracted by 3.1 percent in
2020 because of the global coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic. The government
has responded quickly to the recent spike in
cases, and we expect the economy to return
to growth in 2021. This will help increase
household incomes, but not all sectors and
regions will benefit equally, so it will be
essential to closely monitor household welfare
ASEAN’s Leaders Meeting at the ASEAN Secretariat, in Jakarta, the Republic of Indonesia, on 24 April 2021.
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CAMBODIAN PM SHARES
4 IMPORTANT VIEWS ON
POST-CRISIS RECOVERY
Prime Minister Samdech Akka Moha Sena
Padei Techo Hun Sen of the Kingdom of
Cambodia has shared his personal views
related to the post-crisis recovery, at the 77th
Session of the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(UN-ESCAP) via Videoconference on 26 April.
In his remarks at the session held under the
theme “Building Back Better from Crises
through Regional Cooperation in Asia and the
Pacific,” Samdech Techo Hun Sen said
although the global economy is expected to
recover in 2021, yet we are still facing great
Continued on page (3 )

At the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting on 24 April
2021, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
shared the Kingdom’s win-win policy success
in achieving lasting peace and reconciliation
as a way to deal with the ongoing Myanmar crisis.
According to the Foreign Ministry’s press
release, Samdech Techo Prime Minister Hun Sen
also suggested some practical steps, namely
(1) the cessation of violence and the exercise
of utmost restraint from all stakeholders, (2)
acceptance of the role of ASEAN and the
dispatch of a special envoy to Myanmar to
facilitate mediation and (3) allowing
humanitarian assistance from ASEAN, which
contributed to the Five-point Consensus.
He emphasized the importance of trust
building and political commitment from all
parties in Myanmar to accommodate each
other’s concerns and place the primary
objective on end bloodshed and achievement
of durable peace and harmony.

Samdech Techo Prime Minister also touched
on the need to further intensifying ASEAN’s
ongoing effort to fulfil the ASEAN Community
Building targets despite COVID-19 disruption.
He underscored the significance of partnership
between ASEAN and external partners and
supported the enhancement and expansion
of ASEAN external dialogue relations.
The ASEAN Leaders discussed at great length
on regional and international issues of
common concern, in particular the current
developments in Myanmar. They reached a
Five-point Consensus on the essential steps
to de-escalate tension in order to enable
constructive dialogues and gradual move
toward peaceful solution which include
ending all acts of violence, constructive
dialogue among all parties concerned in the
interest of the people, dispatching ASEAN
Chair’s special envoy to facilitate a dialogue
Continued on page (2 )
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process, provision of humanitarian assistance
through ASEAN Coordinating Centre for
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Management
(AHA Centre) and visit to Myanmar by the
special envoy to meet all parties concerned.
Additionally, on the sidelines of the ASEAN
Summit, Samdech Techo Prime Minister also
took the opportunity to meet with Indonesian
President Joko Widodo and new Vietnamese

Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh to exchange
views on promoting bilateral and multilateral
cooperation.
Samdech Techo Prime Minister Hun Sen
reiterated his appreciation to Indonesia and Viet
Nam for supporting Cambodia in hosting the
13th ASEM Summit in 2021 and Cambodia’s
incoming ASEAN Chairmanship in 2022. 
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and the need for additional support,” said ADB
Country Director for Cambodia Ms. Sunniya
Durrani-Jamal.
According to the Asian Development Outlook
(ADO) 2021, industrial production is expected to
rise 7.1 percent in 2021 and 7.0 percent in 2022
on the back of a rebound in the garments,
footwear, and travel goods sector, as well as
growth in other light manufacturing such as
electronics and bicycles. Agriculture is expected
to grow by 1.3 percent in 2021 and 1.2 percent
in 2022, underpinned by higher crop production
after last year’s flood damage, continued
growth in aquaculture, and rising agriculture
exports to the People’s Republic of China.
Services will recover more slowly, expanding by
3.3 percent in 2021 and 6.2 percent in 2022.
Efforts to contain a local outbreak of COVID-19
that began in February 2021 are dampening
service sector activities. Travel restrictions are
expected to remain in place for most of 2021,
which means tourism is not expected to boost
services this year. Real estate is expected to
recover from last year’s contraction, in line with
a similar trend for the construction industry.

“The uneven pace of the recovery across
sectors will continue to put pressure on
some households and firms this year, which
will slow down the overall recovery. Key risks
to the outlook include widening community
outbreaks of COVID-19, slower than
expected growth for Cambodia’s major
trading partners such as the US and EU,
continued weakness in domestic demand,
and stress on financial services and banking,”
said Ms. Durrani-Jamal, adding that the
government needs to maintain its accommodative
fiscal policy stance this year and next to
support growth.
Currently, ADB is implementing US$2.1
billion of investment projects in Cambodia.
In 2020, ADB committed US$477 million in
sovereign loans and grants, and catalysed an
additional US$281.3 million through co-financing
for Cambodia. ADB’s lending pipeline for
2021—2023 includes US$1.35 billion of
concessional lending and US$32.4 million in
grants to support the country’s economic
development and recovery from the COVID19 pandemic. 

TRADEMARKS
REGISTERED UP 30
PERCENT, MORE
UNIQUE PRODUCTS
PROMOTED
Ministry of Commerce registered 7,997 local
and international trademarks in 2020, a yearon-year increase of 30 percent, and is
determined to further promote national
trademarks and unique products.
The update was shared in its recent report,
stressing that it is further promoting Cambodian
products granted with the geographical
indications (GI), such as Kampot pepper,
Kampong Speu palm sugar and pomelos grown
Koh Trong commune of Kratie province, as
national trademarks.
The ministry also planned to register other
products as national trademarks, such as Nom
Banh Chok [traditional Khmer noodle] in Siem
Reap province; the silver-copper in Kampong
Luong and Koh Chin communes in Kandal
province; potteries in Kampong Chhnang
province; and steamed balut in Takeo province.
The ministry has recently registered Ambok
[flattened rice] uniquely made in Kampong
Thom province for the GI.
Other unique products mulled by the ministry
for the GI nomination include Khmer silk,
organic milled rice in Preah Vihear province,
oranges grown in Pursat province, Smach
milled rice in Svay Rieng province, durian in
Battambang province, and longan and Neang
Am milled rice in Pailin province. 

VISIT BAN TO ANGKOR RESORT LIFTED
The APSARA National Authority has notified
the reopening of the Angkor Archaeological
Park after following a decision by the Royal
Government of Cambodia.

All visits, it continued, must strictly comply
with the Ministry of Health’s safety measures
to contribute to the containment of COVID-19
which is a threat in Cambodia.

The update was shared on 25 April by H.E.
Long Kosal, Deputy Director General of
the APSARA National Authority, adding that
the national and international tourists can
possibly visit the Angkor resort from April 25
onward.

The Royal Government of Cambodia
decided to end the ban imposed on April 7
along with interprovincial travel and
temporary closure of tourist resorts across
the country. 

Nom Banh Chok [traditional Khmer noodle]

Potteries in Kampong Chhnang province
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THE KINGDOM STARTS DIRECT SHIPPING OF
FRESH MANGOES TO CHINA
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
in cooperation with the Chinese Embassy in
Phnom Penh, added H.E. Veng Sakhon.

CAMBODIA WORKING TO
WELCOME COVID-19
VACCINATED FOREIGN
VISITORS IN LATE 2021

According to H.E. Minister, mango is the
second Cambodian fresh fruit directly
exported to China, after banana.

Cambodia is going to directly ship fresh
mangoes to markets in China, after the
General Administration of Customs of the
People’s Republic of China (GACC) approved
the list of 37 mango orchards and 5 packing
plants.
The good news was shared by Minister of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries H.E. Veng
Sakhon, expressing profound thanks to the
Government of China, especially the GACC
for officially approving the import of
Cambodian mangoes.
The official ceremony marking the direct
shipment of Cambodian fresh mangoes to
China would be organized this week by the

“This is a new fruitful achievement born
from the excellent cooperation between the
Kingdom of Cambodia and the People’s
Republic of China,” he underlined.
More than 100,000 hectares of land in
Cambodia are being used to grow mangoes,
especially in Kampong Speu, Kampot,
Battambang and Banteay Meanchey
provinces, and about 1.5 million tonnes of
the fruit could be harvested annually.
So far Cambodia's fresh mangoes are
exported to the markets in the European
Union, South Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Minister of Tourism H.E. Thong Khon shared
the update recently stressing that the move is
part of the newly approved 2021-2025
roadmap to restore Cambodia’s tourism
during and after COVID-19 crisis.

Cambodia’s new markets in China are
expected to absorb about 500,000 tonnes of
fresh mangoes every year. 

The two ministries, he continued, are looking
into minimum requirements for vaccinated
foreign tourists visiting Cambodia.
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uncertainty with the resurgence of Covid-19
pandemic, especially the faster-than-expected
mutation of Coronavirus, which has continued
disrupting the economic recovery dynamics.
In parallel, the disparity between developing
countries and developed countries in accessing
vaccines can pose risks and hinder the
regional and global economic recovery; in
short only a handful of countries could
achieve fast recovery while many others
continue to suffer in both health and
economic sectors.
In this context, he continued, fighting against
the Covid-19 and strengthening the quality
and effectiveness of the health system is an
utmost priority for us. Cambodia would like
to emphasize the importance and urgency of
the distribution and utilization of the Covid19 vaccines in an equitable and affordable
manner, especially for developing countries.
“Cambodia would like to appeal to a number of
countries not to hoard the vaccine more than

Ministries of Tourism and Health are working
toward the first phase in welcoming COVID-19
vaccinated international tourists, expectedly
by the last quarter of 2021.

needed as well as not to use the vaccine as
a political tool,” the Premier underlined.
The Premier also has expressed his personal
views on the post-pandemic recovery in four
folds namely to continue:
1). supporting globalization via expanding
greater openness of international trade and
supporting stronger multilateralism system as
well as providing preferential treatment to
developing countries to ensure that the
benefits of globalization are equitably and
effectively allocated;
2). promoting digitalization by placing
priority on the establishment of digital
government and development of
supporting infrastructures as well as
encouraging the private sector to widely
adopt the use of digital technology;
3). strengthening the health system, in
terms of quality and scope, so as to be ready
to respond to the crisis or other risks that
may occur in the future, and developing the
human resources; and

The Ministry of Tourism will coordinate with
the tasked committee and local authorities to
secure vaccination for the locals and service
suppliers at all targeted tourism destinations
to ensure safety and build trust among
visitors, said the minister.
Improved tourism service and products and
smooth travel facilitation at all international
gates are also part of the priorities to prepare
for the tourism reopening. 
4). supporting the development of small and
medium enterprises by promoting the formalization
of business and ensuring access to supports, as
well as increasing investment in green
infrastructures at the same time in order to adapt
to the climate change and manage natural
disasters, with the aim to building resiliency to
crises and ensuring sustainability and
inclusiveness of socio-economic development.
He said, “Cambodia firmly believes that the fight
against COVID-19 and the post-crisis recovery
requires us to urgently address regional and
global challenges responsibly with the spirit of
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unity, collaboration, and mutual respect.” 

PREAH VIHEAR TEMPLE
Set high on a cliff in the Dangkrek Mountains, close to the
Cambodia-Thai border, Preah Vihear Temple, or Sacred
Shrine, enjoys the most spectacular setting of any ancient
Khmer temple. It has been built during the six-centurieslong Khmer Empire.
This temple gives its name to Cambodia’s Preah Vihear
province and is 140 km from Angkor Wat, approximately
320km from Phnom Penh.
Offering breathtaking views across the lush green plains
below, this UNESCO World Heritage Site is composed of a
series of sanctuaries linked by a system of pavements and
staircases over an 800-meter-long axis.
Dedicated to Shiva, this temple is unusual among Khmer
temples in being constructed along a long north-south axis
rather than having the conventional rectangular plan with
orientation toward the east. However, although the
structure of this temple is very different from the temple
‘mountains’ found at Angkor, it is believed to have been
built to serve the same purpose as a stylized
representation of Mount Meru, the home of the gods.
Preah Vihear Temple has been listed and declared a World
Heritage site by UNESCO on July 8, 2008.
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