NEW SIEM REAP CITY
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
UNVEILED

CAMBODIA REITERATES COMMITMENT TO
MULTILATERALISM

Ministry of Tourism has unveiled plan to establish
a new Siem Reap city – Grand Siem Reap – located
near the under-construction new Siem Reap
Airport in Sotr Nikum district, Siem Reap province.
The new city, part of Siem Reap Tourism
Development Master Plan, will be developed
into a Smart City, but the city will be designed
following Khmer architecture, said H.E. Thong
Khon, Minister of Tourism, after a recapitulative
meeting here on 26 October 2020.
Continued on page (3)

CDC APPROVES SEVEN
MORE INVESTMENT
PROJECTS OF OVER
US$50 MILLION
Council for the Development of Cambodia
(CDC) this week approved five new
investment projects with a total capital of
US$50.04 million.
According to the CDC, the newly approved
projects belong to Luentech Textile
Solutions Co.Ltd in Kampong Speu Province,
Lecrown Shoes Industry Co. Ltd in Kampong
Cham Province, CFC Garment Pty Co. Ltd
and Sunenergy Technology (Cambodia) Co.
Ltd in Phnom Penh, Southeast Asia Paint
Chemical Industry Co., Ltd and Ying Hai
Coating (Cambodia) Co., Ltd. in special
economic zones in Sihanoukville Province.
Continued on page (2 )

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation H.E. Prak Sokhonn speaks at the High-Level Symposium on
“The Future We Want, the Role of Multilateralism in a Post-COVID World” on 27 October 2020.

the “raison d’être” of this global multilateral
institution. The COVID-19 pandemic is perhaps
“the straw that broke the camel’s back”, as
the expression goes. I may sound a bit
pessimistic but the truth is that under normal
circumstances when multilateralism was
functioning at its best, the world would have
all the solidarity, the will and the combined
resources to deal with this health threat. But
that is not the case, and we all know that.
Intense geo-political rivalries, bordering the
What sort of future do we all want? To most of new Cold War, have hampered efforts to
us, it is such a straightforward question with tackle the spread of the virus and further
obviously a simple and idealistic answer. Under aggravated the world economies.
normal circumstances, we all want peace,
safety, security, prosperity, and a better world Seventy-five years ago, following the devastation
for our grand-children. Unfortunately, as it of the Second World War, the international
happens, we are not living under normal community has resolved to oppose war and to
circumstances.
promote international cooperation, to oppose
the law of the few and to promote the strength
As the world marked this year the 75th
Continued on page (2)
anniversary of the United Nations, several
compounding factors have converged to test
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The following is the excerpt of the keynote
address of Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
H.E. Prak Sokhonn at the High-Level Symposium
on “The Future We Want, the Role of Multilateralism
in a Post-COVID World” on 27 October 2020
which is organized by the National Institute of
Diplomacy and International Relations (NIDIR)
in partnership with Office of the UN Resident
Coordinator in Cambodia:

CAMBODIA REITERATES COMMITMENT TO MULTI…
at the High-Level Meeting to commemorate the
75th anniversary of the United Nations held
last September, Samdech Techo Hun Sen
stressed that, and I quote: “Cambodia recognizes
the central role of multilateralism in addressing
complex global challenges we face today. Our
challenges are interconnected and can only be
addressed through reinvigorated multilateralism.”
End quote.
of the many. And so, multilateralism was born,
institutionally symbolized by the United
Nations. Now, more than ever, in the midst of
this COVID-19 pandemic, I don’t believe that
we can afford to throw this multilateral legacy
to the winds. This is the time to reinvigorate
this legacy by showing “more solidarity” and
“more cooperation”.
As dramatic as the plight of people who have
suffered under the COVID-19 pandemic, we
can’t neglect the misery of others affected by
other climate related phenomena. We have all
seen what devastating impacts torrential rains
and floods have caused on the lives of
Cambodians throughout the country these last
weeks. Climate change is real and as deadly as
COVID19. No country on its own could tackle
the climate change issue. Only through a
strong and effective multilateralism can we
hope to overcome these natural calamities.
Cambodia’s foreign policy is firmly underpinned by
a strong spirit of multilateralism. In his remarks,

Nearly two years ago, when Samdech Techo
Hun Sen has committed to host the Asia
Europe Summit (ASEM13), supposedly this
year, he wanted to contribute in the most
concrete ways possible Cambodia’s commitment
to advance multilateralism. Second only to the
UN, ASEM is the largest building block for
effective multilateralism to tackle global and
regional issues and other transnational and
non-traditional threats.
At my level, together with my ASEM Foreign
Minister colleagues, we have endeavoured
to issue last September a strong Ministerial
Statement on COVID-19, in which we
reiterated the close cooperation among
ASEM Partners to respond appropriately to
the challenges posed by the COVID-19
pandemic, including disallowing the existing
gender inequalities to worsen and protecting
all of those in vulnerable situations.
Moreover, we underscored ASEM partners’
commitment and I quote “to accelerating the

post-COVID19 sustainable socio-economic
recovery, stimulating economic development
and financial resilience and building a more
fair, sustainable, and inclusive future for all.”
End quote. In my humble view, ASEM
multilateral contribution will lead to a more
rapid recovery process and to the achievement
of our Sustainable Development Goals.
Lastly, I would not render justice to our
courageous Cambodian Blue Berets if I don’t
mention Cambodia’s active engagement in
this
UN
multilateral
peacekeeping
framework. Since 2006, Cambodia has
deployed 7,123 peacekeepers to partake in the
UN peacekeeping operations in 9-war-torn
countries, mainly in the African continents.
More than 400 Cambodian women (419)
have been involved in UN peacekeeping
missions and have served as medical and
security personnel, civil engineers, and mine
clearance experts. Cambodia is ranked number
17 out of 120 countries that dispatch women
to UN PKO. Among ASEAN member states,
Cambodia is presently ranked second on
women participation.
Again, this is another aspect of the future we
want for mankind: Peace and Security. With
peace, there is great hope to realize the
noble goals under the UN 2030 Sustainable
Development Agenda. 

OVER 1 MILLION INTERNATIONAL TOURISTS & CDC APPROVES SEVEN…
OVER 7 MILLION DOMESTIC TOURISTS RECORDED According to the council's press release issued
on 23 and 27 October 2020, the projects newly
IN FIRST NINE MONTHS
approved are expected to create a total of 6,718
Up to the third quarter of this year, Cambodia
received only 1,247,680 international visitors,
and 7,284,409 domestic tourists.
The figures were shared on 26 October by the
Ministry of Tourism in a recapitulative meeting,
adding that they saw a sharp decline of 74.1
percent and 51.9 percent, respectively
compared to the same period last year.

compared to 2019, it pointed out.

jobs for the locals.

The tourism situation in Cambodia is
estimated to return to normal in three to five
years, underlined the Ministry of Tourism. 

Such investment amid COVID-19 outbreak
demonstrates confidence of foreign investors in
Cambodia’s macroeconomic, political and social
stability though threatened by the pandemic. 

The ministry attributed the decrease to the COVID19 crisis hitting the world, including Cambodia.
The total number of international tourists to
Cambodia in 2020 is forecasted to be at 1.32
million, down 80 percent, while that of
domestic tourists at 9 million, down 20 percent
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NEW SIEM REAP CITY DEVELOPMENT…
However, the specific date for the project to
begin has not been unveiled. H.E. Thong Khon
said a working team is studying the project in
detail.
Scores of 20 major investment projects have
been proposed in the Siem Reap Tourism
Development Master Plan 2020-2035.

"The establishment of Grand Siem Reap is to
support the old city of Siem Reap which
cannot accommodate high-rise buildings or
constructions that can affect cultural heritage,"
he explained.

Regarding the plan, the Ministry of Public
Works and Transport is going to build 38
roads in Siem Reap to enhance the economy
and beauty of the province, as well as to help
connect the city centre to rural areas. The
ground breaking ceremony for the
construction of the 38 roads is scheduled for
mid-November under the presidency of Prime
Minister Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen. 

EU PROVIDES US$470,000 TO ASSIST FLOOD
VICTIMS IN CAMBODIA
The European Union is providing €400,000
(US$470.000 or 1.9 billion Cambodian Riel)
to provide critical humanitarian assistance to
families affected by severe flooding, which
has wreaked havoc across large parts of
Cambodia since the beginning of October.
According to a press release of the European
Commission, the aid will focus on addressing
the urgent needs of the most affected
people in the worst hit provinces in the
country's northwest.
"This contribution underlines our solidarity
with the people of Cambodia, many of whom
have suffered the loss of homes, livelihoods
and belongings in the wake of the devastating
floods," said Mr. Olivier Brouant, who
oversees the EU's humanitarian response in
the Mekong region. "The EU funding will
support our humanitarian partners in
delivering life-saving assistance to the most
vulnerable, ensuring they have enough means
to go through this difficult time."
The funding, which is part of the EU's Acute
Large Emergency Response Tool (ALERT), will
support Save the Children and World Vision in
delivering much-needed assistance to those
most in need. This includes the distribution of

clean water, hygiene kits and other essential
relief items while ensuring access to sanitation
facilities and good hygiene practices.
Cash transfers will also be provided, allowing
people to buy food or items of their choice.
Special attention will be placed on the most
vulnerable and marginalised groups, including
female headed households and people with
disabilities.
As of 27 October 2020, the ongoing flash floods
have affected 121 cities/districts/Khan in the
country's 20 of the 25 provinces and capital city,
claiming 44 lives.
A total of 149,857 families or 599,428 people have
been affected, of them 11,896 families or 47,584
people have been evacuated to the safety ground.
Besides, 134,003 houses, 951 schools, 307
pagodas, 284,961 hectares of rice fields, 97,029
hectares of subsidiary crops, and many roads,
bridges, canals have been flooded and damaged. 

CAMBODIA'S RICE EXPORT
UP 17% IN FIRST TEN
MONTHS
Cambodia exported 536,305 tonnes of milled
rice in the first ten months of this year, a 17
percent increase compared to the same period
last year.
Figures from the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries show that cambodia
shipped 174,391 tonnes of milled rice to
European countries, up 32 percent, and 194,441
tonnes others to the Chinese market, up 36
percent.
Rice export to ASEAN countries rose by 13
percent to 71,882 tonnes and to other markets
95,581 tonnes, the report stated.
Cambodia also exported 1.4 million tonnes of
paddy rice to neighbouring countries - Vietnam
and Thailand.
Last year, the Kingdom shipped 620,106 tonnes
to foreign markets. 

RUBBER EXPORT INCREASES
21% IN FIRST 9 MONTHS
In the first nine months of 2020, Cambodia
exported 209,819 tonnes of dry rubber which
is 21 percent increase compared to the same
period last year, according to a General
Directorate of Rubber report.
The report also stated that the kingdom
earned gross revenue of $271 million from
exports of the commodity during the JanuarySeptember period this year, up 17 percent
over the same period last year.
The report showed that a tonne of dry rubber
averagely cost $1,292 during the first nine
months of this year, about $41 lower than
that of the same period last year.
The Southeast Asian nation exports the commodity
mainly to Malaysia, Vietnam, Singapore and China.
According to the report, Cambodia has so far
planted rubber trees on a total area of
402,313 hectares, in which the trees on
290,007 hectares, or 72 percent, have grown
big enough to be tapped. 
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The Mangrove Forest
Mangrove forests provide shelter for salt water fish,
shrimp and crabs to reproduce themselves and they
represent natural barriers between land and sea, while
protecting the coast from winds, storms, hurricanes or
even tsunamis by absorbing wave energy. They protect
the coasts from erosion and retain sediments. They
allow for a type of micro-climate stabilization and act
as a natural water filter contributing to cleaning.
Mangroves are spread along the coast from Kep to
Koh Kong, and it covers an area of over 50,000
hectares in Koh Kong.
For the keen eco-lover, come visit the mangrove forest
of Koh Kong where you will be rewarded by hours of
awesome thrills just by observing these natural
wonders and the lives that evolve in their moist.
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