CAMBODIAN PM HOLDS
TALKS WITH CHINESE
COUNTERPART

KING SIHAMONI ATTENDS THE 41ST GENERAL
CONFERENCE OF UNESCO

Prime Minister Samdech Akka Moha Sena
Padei Techo Hun Sen met on 15 November
2021 via videoconference with his Chinese
counterpart H.E. Li Keqiang.
According to H.E. Eang Sophalleth, Assistant
to the Cambodian Prime Minister, during
the bilateral talks, both leaders discussed
bilateral trade, agricultural and economic
cooperation, as well as people-to-people
connectivity.
The two Premiers expressed their
commitment to boost trade exchange
between both nations to US$10 billion a
Continued on page (2 )

QUARANTINE-FREE
ENTRY FOR VACCINATED
TRAVELERS TO CAMBODIA
As Cambodia marches towards a post-Covid
revival under a new normal, Prime Minister
Hun Sen has announced to remove the
quarantine requirement for all fully vaccinated
passengers, both Cambodians and foreigners,
entering Cambodia from 15 November onward.
To facilitate the country’s reopening, all
Cambodians returning from abroad, foreign
tourists and investors are not required to be
quarantined from three to seven days
anymore, said the Premier.
The decision was made after the vaccination
coverage against COVID-19 in Cambodia has
reached nearly 88 percent of the total
population of 16 million.
Continued on page (3 )

Cambodia's King Norodom Sihamoni gives a speech during the 75th anniversary celebrations of The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) at UNESCO headquarters in Paris on November 12, 2021.

At the invitation of H.E. Ms. Audrey Azoulay,
director-general of UNESCO, His Majesty
Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath
Norodom Sihamoni, King of Cambodia,
attended the 41st General Conference of
UNESCO in celebration of its 75th anniversary,
from 9-24 November 2021 in Paris, France.
During his stay on 12 November, His Majesty
the King delivered a royal speech at the
official Opening Ceremony of the General
Conference which centers on the crucial
achievements of UNESCO in Cambodia.
On 13 November, the Cambodian monarch
granted a royal audience to H.E. Ms. Audrey
Azoulay, during which he said Cambodia is
preparing necessary documents to inscribe
Kun Bokator as an intangible cultural
heritage and Koh Ker Archeological Area in
Preah Vihear province as a world heritage
site. He also thanked UNESCO for its
assistance and support for Cambodia so far.

If Bokatar will be approved, it will be the 6th
addition to Cambodia’s Intangible Cultural
Heritage, alongside the Royal Ballet of
Cambodia and the Khmer shadow theatre.
Bokatar is an ancient martial art practiced by
ancient Cambodian military groups. It is
stated to be one of the oldest existing
fighting styles that originated from Cambodia.
Koh Ker archaeological site in the other
hand, is being requested to be added to the
existing World Heritage Site. The site is
located in Siem Reap Province in a remote
site measuring 81 square kilometres. It was
briefly the capital of the Khmer empire.
Angkor Wat temple was inscribed on World
Heritage List in 1992. It is one of the most
important ancient temples in Southeast Asia.
Whereas Preah Vihear temple was inscribed
on the World Heritage List in 2008, Sambor
Prei Kuk temple in 2017. 
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PM SHARES SIX RECOMMENDATIONS AT …
At the same time, the Chinese Premier also
promised to further support Cambodia on health
sector, especially the fight against COVID-19 and
pledged to provide 500 scholarships to
Cambodian students for five years.

CAMBODIA LAUNCHES
ASEM13 PLENARY
STUDY BOOK

Besides, H.E. Li Keqiang voiced his support for
the Asia-Europe Summit (ASEM) to be hosted
by Cambodia this November and Cambodia’s
chairmanship of ASEAN for next year.
year and to enforce the Cambodia-China’s Free
Trade Agreement on Jan. 1, 2022.
On agricultural cooperation, Samdech Techo
Hun Sen and H.E. Li Keqiang agreed to speed up
the negotiations on direct export of Cambodia’s
agro products to China’s market.

Both leaders took the opportunity to brief and
congratulate each other on the current
achievements in Cambodia and China and
extended their respective greetings to the His
Majesty Norodom Sihamoni, King of Cambodia
and Chinese President H.E. Xi Jinping. 

U.S. PLEDGES CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR
CAMBODIA TO COMBAT COVID-19
The U.S. government has pledged to extend
more support for Cambodia in the fight against
COVID-19, as it applauded the Royal Government
of Cambodia for its achievement in containing
and preventing the pandemic spread.

vaccinated tourists without quarantine
practices, which is one of the key strategies for
the post-COVID-19 economic restoration.

The promise was made by U.S. Ambassador H.E.
Patrick Murphy in a meeting here on Nov. 17
with H.E. Aun Pornmoniroth, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Economy and Finance.

For his part, H.E. Aun Pornmoniroth expressed
thanks to the American government and
people for their assistance contributing to
Cambodia’s economic and social development
in the sectors of health, education, environment,
agriculture, and good governance and
democratic development.

“The U.S. government will continue providing
assistance to the Royal Government of Cambodia
in fighting against COVID-19 through grant aids for
implementing programmes/projects which improve
the quality of health services, promote food
security, and enhance people’s living standard,
especially that of rural residents, urban people
who lost jobs, women victims of violence, and
people with disabilities,” H.E. Patrick Murphy said.

H.E. Deputy Prime Minister also underlined the
close cooperation provided by the U.S.
government in combating COVID-19 spread
through a US$15 million grant aid and 1.06
million doses of Johnson&Johnson COVID-19
vaccines under the COVAX Facility to Cambodia.

He also highly valued Cambodia’s resumption of
economic activities, particularly the reopening for

Moreover, both sides spoke highly of the
bilateral cooperation of the two countries in the
areas of economy, trade, and investment. 

146 JAPANESE INVESTMENT PROJECTS
REGISTERED AT CDC
The Council of the Development of Cambodia
(CDC) approved 146 Japanese qualified
investment projects (QIP) as of October with a
total investment capital of US$2,853 million.

Of the approved investment projects, 66 with
a cumulative investment of US$340 million
are located inside special economic zones.

In the first semester this year, CDC approved
The figures were shared in a workshop on new 87 QIP projects worth US$3 billion, a 10
dissemination of the newly-endorsed investment percent increase compared to the same
period last year.
law organised recently by the CDC.
Continued on page (3 )

The book entitled the “13th Asia-Europe
Summit: Multilateral Cooperation for a
Resilient, Sustainable, and Rules-Based
Future for ASEM” was launched on 11
November under the presidency of H.E.
Prak Sokhonn, Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation and Chairman of the National
Committee for Organising the 13th AsiaEurope Summit (ASEM13).
In his opening remarks at the launching
ceremony, H.E. Prak Sokhonn said this
book, a joint publication of the Royal
Government of Cambodia and ERIA
(Economic Research Institute for ASEAN
and East Asia), captures the ASEM’s
ambition to navigate the organisation
through the common opportunities and
challenges in today’s fast-changing world
towards attaining an inclusive, sustainable,
resilient and rule-based future for ASEM.
It mainly highlights the pathway to
reinvigorate multilateralism for a better
and stronger Asia-Europe cooperation,
he continued, pointing out that the book
contains well thought through articles
covering from Political and Physical
Connectivity, Economic and Financial
Cooperation, Institutional and People
Linkage, to Sustainable development. It
also provides useful ideas to move
ASEM to its next Summit.
“I am confident that this publication will
serve as one of ASEM13’s significant
achievement: a publication that can
provide valuable inputs for all ASEM
Partners and relevant stakeholders to
effectively work together to transform
ASEM into a dynamic, resilient, and
sustainable community for the peoples
of Asia and Europe in the next 25 years
and beyond,” he underlined. 
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CAMBODIA’S NUMBERS OF FEMALE
PEACEKEEPERS EXCEEDS UN’S REQUIREMENT
For the Unit 186, he continued, 28 of the
73 peacekeepers, equal to 38 percent,
are women.

THE KINGDOM
DETERMINED TO
ADDRESS CLIMATE
CHANGE ISSUES

Samdech Tea Banh also noted the
development of knowledge, skills, solidarity
and cooperation, good discipline, and
courage as well as good practice of
preventive measures against COVID-19 of
Cambodian peacekeepers.
The participation rate of Cambodian female
peacekeepers is higher than the UN’s
requirement, underlined Samdech Pichey
Sena Tea Banh, Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of National Defence.
While presiding over the homecoming
ceremony of Royal Gendarmerie Squadron
Unit 186 from their mission under the UN
umbrella in South Sudan on Nov. 16, Samdech
Tea Banh said among the 73 forces of Royal
Gendarmerie Squadron Unit 739 deployed to
replace the Unit 186, 34 are women or 46
percent, which exceeds the UN’s requirement
of 15 percent.

According to the National Centre for
Peacekeeping Forces, Mines and ERW
Clearance (NPMEC), since 2006, Cambodia
has sent over 7,000 troops for the UN
peacekeeping operations in Sudan, South
Sudan, Central African Republic, Chad,
Cyprus, Lebanon, Mali, Syria, and Yemen.
Currently, nearly 800 Cambodian peacekeepers,
of them about 80 are women, have been
fulfilling their missions in Lebanon,
Sudan, South Sudan, Mali, and Central
African Republic. 

TWO AUTOMOBILE ASSEMBLY PLANT
PROJECTS GET THE NODS
The Council for the Development of
Cambodia issued on Friday Qualified
Investment Project (QIP) certificates to two
companies for their automobile assembly
plant projects.
According to a CDC’s press release made
public on Nov. 12, the two companies are R M A
Automotive (Cambodia) Co., Ltd., investing
US$21 million on vehicle assembly factory in
Krokor district, Pursat province; and EM
Automobile Co., Ltd., injecting US$16.3 million
on heavy truck assembly factory in Sre Ambel
district, Koh Kong province.

The two projects would generate nearly
1,000 jobs for the locals. At the same time,
the CDC granted QIP certificates to two
energy companies – Schneitec Western Co.,
Ltd. with an investment capital of US$111
million and Schneitec Northern Co., Ltd. with
US$330 million investment capital – creating
about 250 job opportunities.
Ten other projects, mainly garment and food
processing factories, were also given the
green light from the CDC. With a total
investment capital of US$66.5 million, the
projects generate more than 10,000 jobs. 

Cambodia is committed to address climate
change issues by securing over 400-MW solar
power, equal to 15 percent of the country's
total energetic source, reducing illegal forest
logging, and phasing out new hydro and coal
power plants.
The commitment was made by H.E. Say Samal,
Minister of Environment and President of the
National Council for Sustainable Development
in the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of
the Parties (COP26) at Glasgow city of the U.K.
on Nov. 10.
The climate change will not stop at our
border, so we have to ensure not giving up
our collective responsibilities for climate
change, he said.
He continued that access to international
climate finance, especially for climate change
adaptation, does not suffice for countries
vulnerable to the global threat, and called on
developed nations to further support it.
Cambodia has submitted a report of Updated
NDC (Nationally Determined Contribution)
with the goal of 42 percent gas emission
reduction in 2030, and is preparing long-term
Carbon neutral plans to promote the lower
carbon emission resilient to the weather and
inclusive development. 

146 JAPANESE
INVESTMENT …

QUARANTINE-FREE
ENTRY FOR …

According to the Law on Investment of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, only QIPs are
entitled to the benefits under the scope of
this law.

But, he continued, they need to get rapid
tests at land, maritime and air border gates.
If they are found negative for the pandemic,
they are free to go anywhere they want
across Cambodia, he added.

To receive this exemption, these vaccinated
passengers must provide: 1). Complete vaccination
certificate and 2). Certificate of negative PCR
test result for 72 hours.

However, those who have not been inoculated
have to be in quarantine for 14 days after a

According to the Ministry of Health, the daily
new cases of COVID-19 in Cambodia has
dropped remarkably recently. 
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Qualified Investment Project is the project
which receives a Final Registration. 

PCR test at the international port, he underlined.
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