CAMBODIA HAS BEEN
SELECTED AS THE BEST
HOSPITALITY COUNTRY
IN THE WORLD

PRIME MINISTER REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO
CONTINUE MAINTAINING POLITICAL AND
MACROECONOMIC STABILITY

The Kingdom of Cambodia has been crowned
No. 1 among the top ten most hospitable
countries in the world to welcome foreign
tourists and other foreigners in 2020,
according to My International Movers' website.
"92-96 percent of expats agree that Cambodians
are very friendly to outsiders, be it tourists or
people looking to move there," it underlined.
It stated that "the locals are always ready to
help everyone out and are very welcoming
Continued on page (2)

2 1 8 CA M BO D I A N
COMMITS TO UN
PEACEKEEPING
MISSIONS IN MALI
Cambodia has dispatched 218 Blue Helmets to
join the United Nation’s peacekeeping mission in
Mali.
A ceremony to send them off was presided over
by the director-general of the National Centre for
Peacekeeping Forces (NCPF) General Sem
Sovanny at the Phnom Penh International Airport
on 11 September 2020.
According to NCPF, the 218 peacekeepers – of
whom 18 are women – are replacing the equal
number of Blue Helmets who are on their way
back home.
Continued on page (3)

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun
Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, has reiterated the Royal Government's
strong determination to continue maintaining
political and macroeconomic stability regardless
of COVID-19 crisis.
"Despite any circumstances, the Royal Government
reaffirmed its commitment to uphold its
mastership of two priorities - continue maintaining
political stability, the key foundation for
situation management, and keeping macroeconomic
stability, preventing inflation and augmentation
of commodity prices on market [...]," said
Samdech Techo Hun Sen in his message to his
compatriots on the occasion of the
International Day of Peace (Sept. 21).
COVID-19 crisis has been hitting economically
and socially almost all countries, including
Cambodia, he continued, stressing that the
spread of COVID-19 and the economic crisis

have posed great threat to the development
attained by Cambodia in the past 30 years of its
history.
According to economists and major international
institutions, he said, Cambodia's economic growth
would drop by 1.9 percent this year.
In addition to the COVID-19 crisis, the
competitions between superpowers have made
the global situation more complex and tense,
the Cambodian Premier said, adding that some
superpowers have adopted the policy of
unilateralism and protectionism putting
unprecedented pressure on the international
order based on law and multilateralism which
had maintained the world's peace and
prosperity for nearly 75 years.
Continued on page (2)

1

CDC APPROVE TWO MORE INVESTMENT
PROJECTS
The Council for the Development of Cambodia (CDC)
has just approved two more investment projects
with a total capital of US$8.2 million, according to its
press release issued on 15 September 2020.
The new projects, located in Khan Kambol of
Phnom Penh capital and Korng Pisey district of
Kampong Speu province, are expected to
generate more than 1,200 jobs for the locals, it
underlined.
The newly-approved projects cover the
production of molding paper, sticky tape … and
all kinds of bags, the press release pointed
out, adding that they are owned by Jin Xinsheng

CAMBODIA-U.S. TRADE
SOARS 17 PERCENT
IN FIRST SEVEN MONTHS

(Cambodia) Co., Ltd. and G.C.H International
Trade Co., Ltd.
A few days earlier, the CDC also gave green
light to a project for the construction of a
US$2.7 million garment factory in Kandal
Stung district, Kandal province, creating
over 800 jobs.
Such investments amid the COVID-19
outbreak demonstrate confidence of foreign
investors in Cambodia’s macroeconomic,
political and social stability though
threatened by the pandemic. 

From January to July, it pointed out,
Cambodia’s shipment to the world’s largest
economy reached US$3,400 million, up 24
percent.
In July alone, Cambodia exported US$649
million worth of products to the U.S. while it
imported goods worth US$25 million from
the country, stated the report.
Cambodia's major exported products were
textiles, footwear, travel goods and
agricultural products while its imports
included vehicles, animal feed and
machinery.
Last year, the two-way trade between the two
countries was amounted to US$5.8 billion, a
year-on-year increase of 37 percent. 

In this context, some Western powers have been
systematically cooperating in pressuring Cambodia
to follow their own political path, as they did in the
1970s-1980s by abusing the principle of equality and
sovereignty between States and the principle of
non-interference in the internal affairs of other
countries as enshrined in the UN Charter and
international laws.
"Cambodia's bitter experience in the past and the
successful implementation of the 'Win-Win policy'
have made Cambodians aware of the value of
peace and the necessity of peace and stability, the
foundation for development," Samdech Techo
Hun Sen said. 

CAMBODIA HAS BEEN…

CAMBODIA ANGKOR
AIR TO RESUME
DAILY FLIGHTS
Cambodia Angkor Air, the national flag
carrier, is going to resume its services
between Phnom Penh capital and Siem
Reap cultural province on 15 September
2020, thanks to the growing domestic
demand as the COVID-19 pandemic has
been under control in the country.

Bilateral trade between Cambodia and the
U.S. rose by 17 percent in the first seven
months of this year to US$3,570 million,
according to the U.S. Statistics Bureau.

PRIME MINISTER…

“On behalf of the Ministry of Tourism, I’d
like to thank the national airline company –
Cambodia Angkor Air – for having announced
to resume its daily flights from September
15, 2020 onwards,” said H.E. Thong Khon,
Minister of Tourism.
“This operation resumption is in line with
the growing demand of our domestic
tourists in the context that Cambodia has
well prevented the COVID-19 spread,” he
underlined.
Domestic flights will commence to Siem Reap
– Phnom Penh/Phnom Penh – Sihanoukville
on Wednesdays and Fridays; while, the
international flights will start with Phnom
Penh – Ghanzhou on Thursdays. 

and patience. In case you’re planning on
moving to Cambodia for good, you will find
that you’ll be accepted surprisingly quickly."
Currently, between 150,000 and 200,000
foreigners live in Cambodia. According to Seng
Sakada, director general of the Labor
Ministry’s general department of labor, the
total number of expats in Cambodia was
approximately 16,000 in 2018.
Expats from Asian countries make up most of the
expats in Cambodia. These include Chinese,
Vietnamese, Thai, Malaysian, Indian, Indonesian,
Korean, Japanese and Filipino, he added.
There are also plenty of Western expats in
Cambodia. Most are French, British, Australian and
American. However, many other European expats
also live here, he underlined.
New Zealand came in as the second friendliest
country, followed by Canada and Mexico, the
source added.
Two other ASEAN countries - the Philippines
and Vietnam - won the 5th and 6th place,
while Iceland, Costa Rica, Ireland, and Portugal
are also on the list as the 7th, 8th, 9th and
10th friendliest nations respectively, it pointed
out. 
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OVER 3 MILLION TONNES OF AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTS EXPORTED TO FOREIGN MARKETS
In addition to milled rice, Cambodia also
exported 1.18million tonnes of cassava chips,
512,350 tonnes of fresh cassava, 202,207
tonnes of cashew nuts, 193,660 tonnes of corn,
213,486 tonnes of fresh bananas, 51,670 tonnes
of mangoes, 41,970 tonnes of palm oil, 3,959
tonnes of pepper, 5,376 tonnes of tobacco, 83
tonnes of vegetables, 51,121 tonnes of fresh
chilis and more than 55,420 tonnes of other
products.
Cambodia exported more than 3 million
tonnes of agricultural products to foreign
markets in the first eight months of this year,
according to the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries’ report.
The main exported agricultural products are
milled rice, cassava, cashew nuts, corns,
banana, mangoes, palm oil, pepper, tobacco,
and vegetable.
The report highlighted that Cambodia
exported milled rice totaling 463,805 tonnes,
of which, 164,962 tonnes went to China,
154,287 tonnes to the EU, 61,700 tonnes to
Asean countries, and 83,127 tonnes to other
markets.

THE KINGDOM EXPORTS
TOBACCO TO FIVE
COUNTRIES
From the beginning of this year until 11
September, 2020, Cambodia exported tobacco
to five countries, H.E. Veng Sakhon, Minister of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries announced
recently.
H.E. Minister pointed out that during this
period, the exported tobacco products were
amounted to 5,376 tonnes.
The main destinations for Cambodian tobacco
products were Vietnam, Greece, Belgium,
Indonesia and Hungary, he added.
The areas along the delta of Mekong, Tonle Sap
and Tonle Bassac, which are rich in sediments,
are known to be the potential areas for tobacco
growing. 

The main markets for the products are China,
the EU, ASEAN, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Australia,
New Zealand and the U.S.
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Veng Sakhon added that the informal exports of
paddy were also recorded at more than 1.33
million tonnes. He said the majority of paddy
exports went to Vietnam from various provinces
that border the country – Takeo sent 123,015
tonnes, Prey Veng 902,377 tonnes, Svay Rieng
160,975 tonnes, Kandal 57,352 tonnes and
Kampot 93,515 tonnes.
He underlined that the ministry is working to
boost domestic agricultural productivity to
supply domestic demand, reduce dependence
on imports, and increase the exports. 

THAILAND IMPORTS
NEARLY 3,000 TONNES
OF SWEET POTATOES
FROM CAMBODIA
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
has claimed that Thailand had imported nearly
3,000 tonnes of sweet potatoes from Cambodia.
Until 11 September 2020, it pointed out, the
total amount of Cambodian sweet potatoes
exported to this neighbouring country was 2,865
tonnes.
Sweet potato is grown by Cambodian farmers
almost everywhere. The crop is rich in vitamin A
and many useful minerals, while the leaves are
used as vegetables and animal feed.
Sweet potato is known to have health benefits,
especially to strengthen the immune system,
control diabetes, facilitate the digestive system,
fight cancer, help the eyes, treat arthritis and
other benefits. 

218 CAMBODIAN CO…

Speaking at the event, Gen Sovanny said the
personnel being sent have certificates stating
that each individual has tested negative for
COVID-19 before departure and upon arrival will
undergo 14-day quarantine before beginning
their mission.
He said that Cambodia takes COVID-19 transmission
seriously and will take all necessary precautions
to prevent the spread of the virus and protect
the peacekeepers.
He added that the NCPF also reminds all Cambodian
forces who are on overseas missions to be vigilant
and take measures to prevent transmission of the
virus.
“Despite the global pandemic, Cambodia is
committed to keep sending personnel for
peacekeeping missions as part of its obligations as a
member of the United Nations,” he said.
On May 29, Cambodian peacekeeping officer
General Sor Savy died in a hospital in Mali after
contracting COVID-19.
Gen Savy was an officer from the Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Unit stationed in Mali’s
Timbuktu city.
On August 17, Prime Minister Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen recommitted
to UN missions abroad after initially deciding
against it due to the risks presented by the
coronavirus.
“Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the government
and its troops must still be committed to
participating in the important peacekeeping
missions under the UN umbrella,” he said.
According to Premier, it is the 14th year that
Cambodia dispatched its blue beret troops for
UN missions. A total of 6,822 soldiers, of them
369 are women, have been so far sent to 10
peacekeeping missions in nine countries: Chad,
Sudan, South Sudan, Central African Republic,
Lebanon, Cyprus, Syria, Mali, and Yemen.  3

BATTAMBANG PROVINCE,
THE MOST ATTRACTIVE
DESTINATION DURING
PCHUM BEN HOLIDAY
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