JAPAN SUPPORTS VESSEL
TRAFFIC SYSTEM
DEVELOPMENT IN
SIHANOUKVILLE PORT

DRAFT LAW ON MEASURES TO PREVENT COVID-19
SPREAD APPROVED BY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

The Government of Japan has decided to
extend US$10.8 million in grant aid to the
Royal Government of Cambodia to support
the Project for the Development of Vessel
Traffic System in Sihanoukville Port.
Notes to this effect were exchanged here on 1
March 2021, between Cambodian Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation H.E. Prak Sokhonn
and Japanese Ambassador to Cambodia H.E.
Mikami Masahiro.
Continued on page (2 )
Prime Minister Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen chaired the cabinet meeting on 28 February 2021.

FOREIGN NATIONALS
IN CAMBODIA TO
HAVE ACCESS TO FREE
COVID-19 VACCINATION
Foreign nationals in Cambodia will be
vaccinated against the COVID-19 pandemic
free of charge, according to a diplomatic note
of the Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and international Cooperation sent to Diplomatic
Missions and the Office of the United Nations
Resident Coordinator in Phnom Penh on 24
February 2021.
“With regard to the start of the Vaccination
Campaign in Cambodia, all foreign nationals
who are currently residing and working in
Cambodia can get vaccinated against COVID-19
at no charge in accordance with Cambodian
COVID-19 Vaccination Plans,” underlined the
diplomatic note.
Continued on page (3 )

The Cabinet's Standing Committee approved
the draft law on “Measures to Prevent the
Spread of COVID-19 and other Deadly Serious
Infectious Diseases” in its meeting held on 28
February, under the chairmanship of Prime
Minister Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen.
According to a press release by the Council of
Ministers, the draft law consists of six
chapters and 18 article that sets out health
and administrative measures, and other
measures to be taken to combat and prevent
the spread of COVID-19 and other deadly
communicable diseases now and in the
future to protect the people's life, public

health and public order, as well as to
minimize the impact of the disease on
Cambodia's social and economic sectors.
This draft law establishes a stronger and more
comprehensive legal basis for managing the
situation of COVID-19 spread and other deadly
infectious diseases in Cambodia.
It also stipulates the punishment which must
be submitted for approval by the legislature.
The draft law is now at the parliamentary
stage, where it must be passed through both
the National Assembly and the Senate. 

PM: CROSS-BORDER TRADE REMAINS AS USUAL
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun
Sen, Prime minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, has reconfirmed that cross-border
trade exchange between Cambodia and the
neighboring countries remains as usual.

“We have tightened quarantine at the border,
strengthened (cross-border) movements of
people to avoid the flow of imported COVID19 cases into the country. But, goods transport
Continued on page (2)
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PM: CROSS-BORDER…
across the border continues as usual,” underlined
the Premier in a voice message shared on 24
February 2021.
Samdech Techo Hun Sen thus urged the border
provincial authorities to take measures so that
people can continue to trade with the
neighboring countries, while tightening the
quarantine measure.

According to a press release of the Embassy of
Japan in Cambodia, this project will establish
the Vessel Traffic System (VTS) to improve
maritime safety and efficiency of vessel
navigation around the Sihanoukville Port. It is
expected that safety measures at Sihanoukville
port, the social and economic development of
Cambodia and connectivity within the Mekong
region will be improved as a result of this project.

"As Cambodia continues to develop its
economy, it is important that the quality of
life of each and every citizen of the country
with improve alongside national economic
development. Japan would like to continue
to support the Royal Government’s efforts
by utilizing its various economic and social
development schemes," it underlined. 

CAMBODIA TO RECEIVE 324,000 DOSES OF
ASTRAZENECA VACCINE FROM WHO
representative of United Nation Children's
Fund (UNICEF) in Cambodia, it pointed out.
Other senior officials from the Ministry of
Health, WHO and UNICEF will also attend the
ceremony, the same source added.

Some 324,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine
licensed to the Serum Institute of India (SII)
known as COVISHIELD, will arrive at the Phnom
Penh International Airport on 2 March 2021,
announced the Ministry of Health on 28
February 2021.

According to the announcement, the arriving
doses above are the first consignment
provided to Cambodia by the COVAX Facility.
Further batches will arrive throughout the
year 2021.

The COVAX Facility is an unprecedented global
effort to provide every country in the world with
H.E. Professor Mam Bunheng, Minister of Health, equitable access to safe COVID-19 vaccines as
will represent the Royal Government of Cambodia rapidly as possible. COVAX Facility is led by GAVI,
to attend the hand-over ceremony taking place at CEPI and the WHO in partnership with UNICEF.
the airport at the time of vaccines' arrival, joined Cambodia is among the first countries in the
by Dr. Li Ailan, representative of World Health Western Pacific Region to receive vaccines from
Organisation (WHO) and Ms. Foroogh Foyouzat, COVAX Facility. 

CDC GRANTS INVESTMENT LICENSES TO TWO
PRIVATE COMPANIES
Two private companies – Ocean Apparel
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and Glamor Glass Co.,
Ltd., have just received green light from the
Council for the Development of Cambodia
(CDC) for their investment projects.
According to a CDC’s press release, the first
company will invest US$4 million in the
construction of a garment factory, while the

second will inject US$7.8 million for solar glass
production, and are expected to create nearly
2,500 jobs for the locals in Kampong Speu
province and Koh Kong province.
Such investment amid the COVID-19 outbreak
demonstrates confidence of investors in
Cambodia’s macroeconomic, political and social
stability though threatened by the pandemic. 

The Prime Minister added that the provincial
authorities can report directly to him if there is
any disruption of cross-border trade. 

WORLD BANK
REPORT: CAMBODIAN
WOMEN RANK HIGH
Cambodian women rank above the average
for lower-middle income economies when it
comes to business and the law, according to
the World Bank.
In a report released on 24 February 2021,
the bank said Cambodia scored 75 points
out of a possible 100 points — much higher
than those in Indonesia (64.4 points),
Myanmar (58.8 points), Brunei (53.1 points)
and Malaysia (50.0 points); however, slightly
below the Philippines (78.8 points) and
Thailand (78.1 points).
The top-ranked ASEAN countries were Laos
(88.1 points), Singapore (82.5 points) and
Vietnam (81.9 points).
The average for women from lower-middleincome economies was 70.8 points, the
report said.
Cambodian women scored a full 100 points
for four indicators — freedom of
movement, laws affecting women’s decision
to work, starting and running a business,
and property and inheritance.
Cambodia also scored relatively well for
women being able to get married (80
points) and laws and regulations affecting
women’s pay (75 points). 
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CAMBODIA, TIMOR-LESTE TO TIGHTEN
BILATERAL COOPERATION
Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
H.E. Prak Sokhonn and his Timor-Leste
counterpart H.E. Mrs. Adaljiza Albertina Xavier
Reis Magno have agreed to further strengthen
and expand bilateral cooperation in several
areas, including trade and investment, tourism,
education, and human resource development
via Videoconference, according to a press
release of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation on 25 February 2021.
H.E. Prak Sokhonn once again extended his
warmest congratulations to H.E. Ms. Adaljiza
Albertina Xavier Reis Magno on her appointment
and recalled his official visit to Timor-Leste in
2019 to attend the 20th Anniversary of the
Referendum of self-determination of Timor-Leste
and invited her for an official visit to Cambodia
after the COVID-19 pandemic subsides.
Both Foreign Ministers noted that the two-way
trade volume between Cambodia and TimorLeste is still low as they encouraged both sides’
relevant stakeholders to increase bilateral
economic and trade activities by implementing
the existing Agreement on Cooperation
between the two countries’ Chambers of
Commerce. H.E. Prak Sokhonn informed his
counterpart that Cambodia is open for the
discussion on rice export to Timor-Leste as
requested by Timor-Leste’s side in 2020, and
that Cambodia’s white rice is well known
around the world for its high quality.
H.E. Ms. Adaljiza Albertina Xavier Reis Magno
also praised the Royal Government of
Cambodia on her outstanding economic
performances and wished to learn from
Cambodia’s experiences and best practices.

In response, H.E. Prak Sokhonn was pleased
to welcome Timor-Leste’s delegation to
Cambodia for a study visit, alongside with
her official visit when time allows.
On education, H.E. Prak Sokhonn reiterated
that Cambodia will continue to support
Timor-Leste in human resource development.
Both Ministers encouraged the two sides
to conclude the discussion on the two
pending documents, namely Memorandum
of Understanding on Higher Education and
Science between the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports of Cambodia and the
Ministry of Higher Education, Science and
Culture of Timor-Leste and Agreement on
Cooperation between the University of
Cambodia (UC) and the Ministry of Higher
Education, Science and Culture of Timor-Leste.
Both Foreign Ministers congratulated each
other on the significant progress and
cooperation in other various fields and
encouraged their respective authorities to
expedite the conclusion on three other
pending Memorandums of Understanding
on Tourism Cooperation, General Cooperation
in the Trade Sector and Technical Collaboration
on the National Logistic Centres.
On regional cooperation, H.E. Ms. Adaljiza
Albertina Xavier Reis Magno highly appreciated
Cambodia’s continuous support for TimorLeste’s accession to ASEAN. In response,
H.E. Deputy Prime Minister reaffirmed
Cambodia’s support for Timor-Leste’s application
for ASEAN membership, believing that
Timor-Leste’s membership will bring more
benefits to ASEAN. 

AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT CAMBODIA’S
PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT SIGNED
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) and
International Finance Corporation (IFC) have
entered a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to implement a project on “Development
of Financial Supply Chain Market”.
The MoU was inked virtually recently between
H.E. Rath Sovannorak, Director General of
Banking Supervision on behalf of NBC Governor
and representatives of IFC.
The project on development of the financial
supply chain market will help support the Royal

FOREIGN NATIONALS…
In this connection, it added, the relevant vaccination
details and procedures for the aforementioned
foreign nationals will be provided in due course.
Cambodia’s vaccination campaign against COVID19 began on 10 February 2021 after receiving
600,000 doses of China-donated Sinopharm vaccine, of
which 300,000 for the Ministry of Health and the
rest for the Ministry of National Defense.
As of 24 February, more than 50,000 Cambodian
people, both civilian and military, have got their
first doses of the vaccine. 

NEW PHNOM PENH
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
CONSTRUCTION ON
SCHEDULE
Construction of the $1.5 billion new Phnom
Penh International Airport, located in Kandal
province, is on schedule, according to senior
provincial officials.
“The progress of construction is progressing as
scheduled and, in 2023, one or two runways of
the four planned will be ready to be put into
use,” said Mao Phirun, council chief of Kandal
province at a news conference held on Monday
at the government spokesman unit.
The new Phnom Penh International Airport is
being funded by local firm Overseas Cambodia
Investment Corporation (OCIC), which has a 90
percent stake in the project with 10 percent
belonging to the state-run State Secretariat of
Civil Aviation (SSCA).
Covering 2,600 hectares of land situated across
two provinces – Kandal and Takeo – the airport
will be classified as 4F, which means it can
handle long-haul flights. 

Government of Cambodia to further
improve the private sector in the country.It is
also aligned with the national strategic prior
action plan on inclusive finance for 20192025 to promote credit productions for
small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs).
The project will play a crucial role as a
guiding document for the preparation of SME
policy and financing ecosystem in Cambodia
through the enhancement of regulatory
support, and knowledge improvement. 
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KIRIROM NATIONAL PARK
The name 'Kirirom' meaning Mountain of Joy was given to it by the
King of Cambodia. Kirirom National Park, a high-altitude plateau,
is known for its unique high elevation pine forest, which forms the
headwaters for numerous streams feeding Kampong Speu Town.
It is a two-hour drive southwest from Phnom Penh. There’s some
great mountain biking to be done if you’re feeling adventurous.
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